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	GRADE 8 Language Arts UNIT 6

24 Days: 4/23/12 - 5/25/12
Pre-Assess

1 Day
Instruction

10 Days
Summative Assessment

Two 45 Minute Blocks

(1-2 Days)
Re-teach/Extend

11 Days
BIG IDEA:  As we interpret the record of diverse human experiences, we can apply the lessons learned to our own lives.

	READING

1.c. Analyze main idea and supporting details in a variety of text and genre.
1.g. Identify the meaning of unfamiliar words in context using word recognition skills and context clues.(figurative language, technical language, letter sound correspondence, language structures)

4.d. Analyze text to make predictions and draw conclusions.
6.a. Read and respond to a variety of literature (for example, novels, poetry, short stories, non-fiction and plays) that represents perspectives from places, people, and events that are familiar and unfamiliar.
6.b. Apply literary terminology and knowledge of literary techniques (including, but not limited to, setting, protagonist, antagonist, point of view, foreshadowing, personification, and flashback) to understand text.
6.d Understand how figurative language supports meaning in a given context
All red standard indicators in this unit are also red standard indicators in 9th grade. 
CONTEXTS: 

· novels 

· short stories
· poetry
	WRITING

2.a. Write in a variety of genres such as editorials, personal narratives, essays, stories, and letters for specific purposes (for example, to analyze, to evaluate, to entertain, to persuade, to inform, or to explain).
2.b. Organize writing so that it has an inviting introduction, a logical progression of ideas, and a purposeful conclusion.
2.c. Use vivid and precise language appropriate to audience and purpose
2.f. Vary sentence structure and length to enhance meaning and fluency.
2.g. Develop ideas and content with significant details, examples, and/or reasons to address a prompt.
3.b. Use standard English in writing including pronoun/antecedent agreement, subject/verb agreement, regular/irregular verbs, and modifiers.  
3.c. Write in complete sentences

3.d. Use conventions correctly (for example, all capitalization; apostrophes in contractions; quotation marks;Underlining/italics; commas in a series, dates, addresses, direct address, letters; introductory words/phrases in dialogue and in complex and compound sentences).
CONTEXTS:

· short constructed response




	8th Grade Language Arts  
 Unit 6  

24 Days: 4/23/12 - 5/25/12
Big Idea: As we interpret the record of diverse human experiences, we can apply the lessons learned to our own lives.

Reading Context: novels, plays, short stories
Writing Context: short constructed response

Essential Unit Vocabulary: economic, financial, income, compensation, minorities


	State Frameworks/

Standard indicators 
	Essential Skills 
	Essential

Concepts
	Grade Level Essential Targets (GLETs) 


	Assessments

· Pre-assessment

· Formative

· summative
	Materials/

Resources  

	1.c. Analyze main idea and supporting details in a variety of text and genre.
	analyze
	Main idea

Supporting details

Text

Genre
	· (1.c) Correctly distinguishes between relevant and irrelevant information 
· (1.c) Paraphrases main ideas and supporting details
	District Unit 6 Assessment

To be given the week of 5/07/12
	

	1.g. Identify the meaning of unfamiliar words in context using word recognition skills and context clues.

(figurative language, technical language, letter sound correspondence, language structures)
	Identify

Using
	Meaning unfamiliar words

Word recognition skills

Context clues 


	· (1.g) Identifies meanings of unfamiliar words in poetry, fiction, and non-fiction using context skills: words or phrases built into the sentence around a difficult word
	District Unit 6 Assessment

To be given the week of 5/07/12
SCR or ECR Expository

We learn life lessons through the books an plays we read.  Construct a well-developed piece of writing in which you identify a life lesson you learned from a book or play you read this year, and explain how you can apply it to your own life.
	

	2.a. Write in a variety of genres such as editorials, personal narratives, essays, stories, and letters for specific

 purposes (for example, to analyze, to evaluate, to entertain, to persuade, to inform, or to explain).
	write
	Variety of genre

Purposes 
	Determines the purpose and audience of the writing

ECRs- Literary Analysis:

Purpose: synthesizes relevant literary elements to compare and contrast separate texts

During Unit Ideas: SCR 

End of Unit:

Essay
Short-Constructed Responses (SCRs

· Compare-Contrast Paragraph

· Summary Paragraph

· Theme

· Critical Review

· Literary Analysis
· Alternative Ending

Short Constructed Response to Text

· Advances a judgment about a text that includes a well-defined thesis

· Anticipates and answers discussion questions pertaining to a given passage or text

· Responds to significant issues and themes from the text

· Writes summaries that include main ideas/supporting details or descriptions of characters, plot, conflict, and conclusion

· Describes the reader’s personal interpretations of literature and supports judgments with references to text
See Unit 6: Writing Instructional Plan electronic link on HQTRC
	
	

	2.b. Organize writing so that it has an inviting introduction, a logical progression of ideas, and a purposeful

 conclusion.
	Organize


	 Writing

Introduction

Logical progression of ideas

Purposeful conclusion
	· Writes transition words between paragraphs 
· Interprets multiple prompts that address different types of writing 
· Uses strategies to plan writing: (EC 060)
· graphic organizers
· outlines 
· Develops single and multi-paragraph pieces of writing from organizers to convey clear message and stay on topic
· Elaborates supporting details
· Writes an introduction that addresses the prompts and engages the reader
· Concludes writing with a recognizable conclusion that is related to the introduction
	
	

	2.c. Use vivid and precise language appropriate to audience and purpose.
	use
	Vivid and precise language

Audience 

purpose
	· Selects vivid and abstract words to replace overused concrete words in student writing(e.g. replacing “dirty” with “health-hazardous”)

· Selects lively verbs in student writing (e.g. replaces “gets,” “is,” “have” with grade level vocabulary)

· Uses similes, metaphors, and hyperboles in student writing to describe abstract or emotional states
· Develops voice to personalize and enhance a piece of writing
	
	

	2.f. Vary sentence structure and length to enhance meaning and fluency.
	Vary

Enhance 
	Sentence structure

Length

Meaning

Fluency 
	· Writes multiple simple, compound-complex, compound and complex sentences to vary sentence patterns within a piece of writing

· Selects appropriate sentence structure to enhance meaning

· Demonstrates consistent tense in all 4 sentence constructions
· Writes in complete sentences varying the types such as compound and complex, and uses appropriately punctuated dependent clauses (subordinating, appositives and relative clauses) (EC 060)
· Varies the beginning of sentences 
· Uses transitions to link ideas
· Uses all of the above to strategically/purposefully enhance meaning and fluency
	District Unit 6 Assessment

To be given the week of 5/07/12
	

	2.g. Develop ideas and content with significant details, examples, and/or reasons to address a prompt.
	Develop 

address
	Ideas

Content

Significant details

Examples

prompt
	· Develops ideas and content with relevant and supporting: 
· Details
· Facts 
· Examples 
· Reasons
· Quotes
· Statistics 

	
	

	3.b. Use standard English in writing including pronoun/antecedent agreement, subject/verb agreement,

regular/irregular verbs, and modifiers.  
	Use 
	Standard English

writing
	· Writes sentences using modifiers correctly (e.g., phrases and clauses etc.)
· Writes sentences with pronoun/antecedent agreement (e.g., number, person and gender)
· Writes sentences with correct subject/verb agreement 
· Writes sentences with verbs of perfect tenses (irregular and regular)

	
	

	3.c. Write in complete sentences


	Write
	Complete sentences
	· Writes complex sentences varying the number of independent and dependent clauses 
· Corrects run-on sentences by separating sentences and creating dependent clauses 
· Corrects sentence fragments adding compound subjects and compound predicates as necessary
· Writes sentences using direct and indirect objects of a verb and objects of prepositions
	
	

	3.d. Use conventions correctly (for example, all capitalization; apostrophes in contractions; quotation marks;

 Underlining/italics; commas in a series, dates, addresses, direct address, letters; introductory words/phrases in

dialogue and in complex and compound sentences).
	use
	conventions
	· Writes compound sentences using semicolons  
· Writes sentences with a list using colons and semicolons correctly 
· Writes appositives using colons or commas  
· Capitalizes and punctuates interrupted quotations of dialogue correctly 
· Writes sentences using italics to emphasize words or ideas
· Writes sentences with appropriately punctuated phrases and clauses

	District Unit 6 Assessment

To be given the week of 5/07/12
	

	4.d. Analyze text to make predictions and draw conclusions.
	Analyze

Make 

Draw 
	Text

Predictions

Conclusions
	· (4.d) Makes predictions, draws conclusions and analyzes fiction and non-fiction

· (4.d) Adjusts predictions, conclusions and analysis, based on new information  

· (4.d) Analyzes connections to life, other disciplines, cultural, ethnic, and historical information

· (4.d) Develops and defends one’s interpretation of a text in a more complex manner
	
	

	6.a. Read and respond to a variety of literature (for example, novels, poetry, short stories, non-fiction and plays) that represents perspectives from places, people, and events that are familiar and unfamiliar.
	Read

Respond

Represents


	 Literature

Perspectives

Places

People

Events 
	(6.a) Reads and responds in written and oral form to literature that represents familiar and unfamiliar perspectives from people, places and events

· Novels

· Short stories

· Poetry

· Plays

· Non-fiction

· Makes connections:

· text to text

· text to self

· Text to world
	
	

	6.b. Apply literary terminology and knowledge of literary techniques (including, but not limited to, setting, protagonist, antagonist, point of view, foreshadowing, personification, and flashback) to understand text.
	Apply

Understand
	Literary terminology

Knowledge

Literary techniques

Text
	· (6.b) Apply the following terminology when analyzing text

· Character

· Setting

· Conflict

· Plot resolution

· Dialect

· Point of view

· mood

· tone

· theme

· symbolism

· rhyme scheme

· rhythm 

· alliteration 

· onomatopoeia 

· metaphor 

· simile 

· personification

· hyperbole

· suspense

· foreshadowing

· flashback
	
	

	6.d Understand how figurative language supports meaning in a given context
	Understand

Supports 
	Figurative language

Meaning

Context 
	· (6.d) Understands authors’ uses of literary techniques to add interest and details to writing.  
	
	


KEY  


Red Standards= Most heavily weighted on CSAP


Blue Standards = Second most heavily weighted on CSAP 


Black Standards = Least weighted on CSAP


Bold GLETs = Focus for proficiency for this unit
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