	2011-2012 English Honors 
8th Grade

	Theme/Big Idea: 
Persuasion
	Major Texts:
Williams and Mary Persuasion
Tom Sawyer
Breaking Through
The Giver
Anthem
Of Mice and Men
Romeo & Juliet
Feed
To Kill a Mockingbird

International texts —Rising Voices, Three Cups of Tea

	Writing Genres:
(Essays/ECRs)
Biographical Narrative Essay: A past decision that had impact on present-day life
· Describes a decision with a standard plot line (e.g. rising action, climax, resolution)
· 
Compare-Contrast Essay
 Literary Analysis
Persuasive Issue: Bill of Rights (arguing for/or against one of the rights)
· Selects supporting details from text
· Paraphrases counter-argument

Cause/Effect: 
· Paraphrase relevant details
· Differentiate between  major and minor causes and effects (e.g. industrial pollutions are a major cause of global warming; turning off lights are a minor effect)



	Areas of Interaction:
	International Mindedness Component:

	

	Standard
	GLET
	Assessment
Semester 1
	Resource
Semester 1
	Assessment 
Semester 2
	Resource
Semester 2

	1.a. Compare and contrast a variety of texts with similar themes and ideas. (short stories, novels, drama, poetry, nonfiction)
	· Compare and contrast works, and connect themes across and within genres

	
	
	
	

	1.b. Summarize, synthesize, and evaluate information from a variety of texts and genre (for example, Internet, technical text, letters, diaries, biographies, email, and lyrics).
	· Identifies, summarizes, synthesizes, and evaluates the main idea and supporting details from non-fiction works: newspaper and magazine articles, technical writing, textbooks, biographies, speeches 
· Identifies and evaluates relevant story elements including character, setting, plot, and theme in fiction and synthesizes them in a summary
	
	
	
	

	1.c. Analyze main idea and supporting details in a variety of text and genre.
	· Correctly distinguishes between relevant and irrelevant information
· Create a generalization about the main idea and supporting details
	
	
	
	

	1.d. Infer using information from a variety of text and genre.
	· Evaluate varying messages according to main ideas, arguments, assumptions, and effectiveness cite
	
	
	
	

	1.e. Sequence events and procedures.
	· Evaluate varying messages according to main ideas, arguments, assumptions, and effectiveness cite
	
	
	
	

	1.f. Locate and recall information in different text structures (for example, cause and effect, problem/solution, compare/contrast).
	· Uses skimming and scanning strategies to locate relevant information (CG)
· Recognizes different types of text structures: description, main idea/supporting details, chronological order, process, cause and effect, compare and contrast and problem/solution
· Records information on appropriate graphic organizers
	
	
	
	

	1.g. Identify the meaning of unfamiliar words in context using word recognition skills and context clues.
(figurative language, technical language, letter sound correspondence, language structures)
	· Analyze form, function, and definition of words in given context

	
	
	
	

	2.a. Write in a variety of genres such as editorials, personal narratives, essays, stories, and letters for specific
 purposes (for example, to analyze, to evaluate, to entertain, to persuade, to inform, or to explain).
	· evaluate the language, content, structure, meaning and significance of both familiar and previously unseen oral, written and visual texts
· Apply aspect of Paul’s reasoning model through specific examples
· Evaluate the language, content, structure, meaning and significance of both familiar and previously unseen oral, written and visual texts
· Develop skills of argument (thesis statement) formulation by providing evidence and data
· Apply linguistic and literary concepts appropriately in reading, writing, and speaking
· create work that employs organizational structures and language-specific conventions throughout a variety of text types (e.g. creative compositions)
· organize ideas and arguments in a sustained, coherent and logical manner
· Organize presentation using elements of reasoning


	
	
	
	

	
2.b. Organize writing so that it has an inviting introduction, a logical progression of ideas, and a purposeful conclusion.
	
· Apply aspect of Paul’s reasoning model through specific examples
· Develop skills of argument (thesis statement) formulation by providing evidence and data
· create work that employs organizational structures and language-specific conventions throughout a variety of text types (e.g. creative compositions)
· organize ideas and arguments in a sustained, coherent and logical manner
· Organize presentation using elements of reasoning

	
	
	
	

	2.c. Use vivid and precise language appropriate to audience and purpose.
	· Apply aspect of Paul’s reasoning model through specific examples
· Develop skills of argument (thesis statement) formulation by providing evidence and data
· create work that employs organizational structures and language-specific conventions throughout a variety of text types (e.g. creative compositions)
· organize ideas and arguments in a sustained, coherent and logical manner
· Organize presentation using elements of reasoning
· 

	
	
	
	

	2.d. Plan, draft, revise, and edit for a legible final copy.
	· Plans writing using organizational strategies (graphic organizer, outline) (EC 060)
· Drafts a single or multi-paragraph composition from organizer to convey a clear message and stay on topic (EC 060)
· Revises by elaborating on relevant details and omitting irrelevant information; refines sentence structure and word choice; refines language for audience and purpose (EC 060)

	
	
	
	

	2.e. Write in format (for example, lab reports, summaries, formal letters, and memos) and voice appropriate to
 Purpose and audience
	· Develop skills of argument (thesis statement) formulation by providing evidence and data

	
	
	
	

	2.f. Vary sentence structure and length to enhance meaning and fluency.
	· Writes multiple simple, compound-complex, compound and complex sentences to vary sentence patterns within a piece of writing
· Selects appropriate sentence structure to enhance meaning
· Demonstrates consistent tense in all 4 sentence constructions
· Writes in complete sentences varying the types such as compound and complex, and uses appropriately punctuated dependent clauses (subordinating, appositives and relative clauses) (EC 060)
· Varies the beginning of sentences 
· Uses transitions to link ideas
· Uses all of the above to strategically/purposefully enhance meaning and fluency
	
	
	
	

	3.a. Identify parts of speech correctly, such as nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, conjunctions, prepositions, and interjections.
	· Identifies adverbs (e.g., time, place, manner and degree) in sentences
· Identifies conjunctions (e.g., coordinating and subordinating) in sentences
· Identifies prepositional phrases in compound and complex sentences
· Identifies interjections (e.g., emotional) in sentences
· Recognizes verbs of all tenses
	
	
	
	

	3.b. Use standard English in writing including pronoun/antecedent agreement, subject/verb agreement, regular/irregular verbs, and modifiers.  
	· Writes sentences using modifiers correctly (e.g., phrases and clauses etc.)
· Writes sentences with pronoun/antecedent agreement (e.g., number, person and gender)
· Writes sentences with correct subject/verb agreement 
· Writes sentences with verbs of perfect tenses (irregular and regular)
· 
	
	
	
	

	3.c. Write in complete sentences

	· Writes complex sentences varying the number of independent and dependent clauses 
· Corrects run-on sentences by separating sentences and creating dependent clauses 
· Corrects sentence fragments adding compound subjects and compound predicates as necessary
· Writes sentences using direct and indirect objects of a verb and objects of prepositions
	
	
	
	

	3.d. Use conventions correctly (for example, all capitalization; apostrophes in contractions; quotation marks;
 Underlining/italics; commas in a series, dates, addresses, direct address, letters; introductory words/phrases in
dialogue and in complex and compound sentences).
	· Writes compound sentences using semicolons  
· Writes sentences with a list using colons and semicolons correctly 
· Writes appositives using colons or commas  
· Capitalizes and punctuates interrupted quotations of dialogue correctly 
· Writes sentences using italics to emphasize words or ideas
· Writes sentences with appropriately punctuated phrases and clauses
	
	
	
	

	3.e. Use conventional spelling.
	· Identifies and uses conventional spelling
· Uses resources (e.g., spell checkers, dictionaries, charts) to monitor spelling and accuracy   
· Correctly uses commonly confused words such as homophones and homonyms
· Applies knowledge of prefixes, roots and suffixes as an aid to correct spelling
	
	
	
	

	4.a. Identify an author's point of view and purpose.
	· Determines author’s purpose (entertain, persuade, inform) in increasingly complex poetry, fiction and nonfiction material
· Determines author’s point of view in increasingly complex poetry, fiction and nonfiction material
· P.O.V.= author’s perspective on the subject
· P.O.V.= the way a story is told (1st person, 3rd person)
· Continues to explore the possibility of author’s bias

	
	
	
	

	4.b. Use reading and writing skills to identify problems, list possible solutions, and answer questions.
	· Formulates questions before, during and after reading  
· Locates information in nonfiction text to answer questions
· Connects information from various nonfiction texts to solve problems and answer questions.
	
	
	
	

	4.c. Differentiate fact from opinion in a variety of texts. 
	· Distinguishes between fact and opinion
· Defends opinion with facts and details in text
	
	
	
	

	4.d. Analyze text to make predictions and draw conclusions.
	· Makes predictions, draws conclusions and analyzes fiction and non-fiction
· (4.d) Adjusts predictions, conclusions and analysis, based on new information  
· (4.d) Analyzes connections to life, other disciplines, cultural, ethnic, and historical information
(4.d) Develops and defends one’s interpretation of a text in a more complex manner

	
	
	
	

	4.e. Analyze the text's main idea and use relevant details to support the analysis.
	· Identifies the main idea and analyzes details to determine which are relevant to the main idea
	
	
	
	

	5.a. Use organizational features of printed text (for example, annotations, citations, and bibliographic references) to locate relevant information.
	· Use organizational features of electronic text (for example, database keyword searches, Internet search engines and e- mail addresses) to locate relevant information.
	
	
	
	

	5.b. Use organizational features of electronic information (for example, keyword searches and email addresses) to locate relevant information.
	· Use organizational features of electronic text (for example, database keyword searches, Internet search engines and e- mail addresses) to locate relevant information.
· 
	
	
	
	

	5.c. Summarize and organize information about a topic in a variety of ways (for example, graphic organizer, 
Venn diagram, outline, timeline) from a variety of references, technical sources, and media
	· create work that employs organizational structures and language-specific conventions throughout a variety of text types (e.g. creative compositions)

	
	
	
	

	5.d. Evaluate information for specific needs and credibility.
	· Selects and locates information appropriate to a specific problem or question and justifies the selection
· Evaluates a variety of potential print and electronic sources of information
· Almanac
· Atlas 
· Encyclopedia
· Dictionary
· Thesaurus
· Magazines, newspapers
      Evaluate information 
        specific needs and 
        credibility
	
	
	
	

	5.e. Give credit for others' ideas, images, or information in an appropriate form.
	· Give credit for others' ideas, images, or information in an appropriate form

	
	
	
	

	5.f. Locate meanings, pronunciations, and derivations of unfamiliar words using dictionaries, glossaries, and 
other sources
	· Develop vocab power aligned with reading

	
	
	
	

	6.a. Read and respond to a variety of literature (for example, novels, poetry, short stories, non-fiction and plays) that represents perspectives from places, people, and events that are familiar and unfamiliar.
	· evaluate the language, content, structure, meaning and significance of both familiar and previously unseen oral, written and visual texts
· Evaluate the language, content, structure, meaning and significance of both familiar and previously unseen oral, written and visual texts
· Apply linguistic and literary concepts appropriately in reading, writing, and speaking
· Formulate multiple perspectives on a given issue
· 

	
	
	
	

	6.b. Apply literary terminology and knowledge of literary techniques (including, but not limited to, setting, protagonist, antagonist, point of view, foreshadowing, personification, and flashback) to understand text.
	· Apply linguistic and literary concepts appropriately in reading, writing, and speaking

	
	
	
	

	
6.c Read a given text and identify the theme

	· Read a given text and determine topic (what the author is talking about) (the message the author is conveying about life or people in relation to the topic
	
	
	
	

	
6.d Understand how figurative language supports meaning in a given context
	· Understands authors’ uses of literary techniques to add interest and details to writing.  
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