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Unit 1: The Cold War 1945  - 1963 (five weeks)

Unresolved conflicts and fears among Americans, resulting from the Bolshevik Revolution (1917), the Red Scare, the dominance and curtaining off of eastern Europe by the Soviet Union, the emergence of communism in China, Indo China, South America and Cuba exacerbated these fears and shaped U.S. foreign policy for more than four decades following World War II. Military clashes between the communist and non-communist worlds were limited to geographic locations far from the homelands of either socio-economic system (Korea, Vietnam, Angola, Chile), and rarely a direct confrontation (Cuban Missile Crisis).

Most confrontation between the two ideologies of democratic capitalism and totalitarian communism were fought with the tools of economics, diplomacy, foreign policy, and technology – a “Cold War” which framed both foreign and domestic policy and shaped the lives of Americans during these decades.
Critical Idea: Students will understand that unresolved conflict can dominate politics for a long time as exemplified by how the Cold War framed US foreign and domestic policies for 4 decades following WWII.

Essential Question: How did US respond to the postwar challenge of Communism?

Standards Addressed in this unit:

History

Students know the general chronological order of events and people in history

1.3 Students use chronology to examine and explain historical relationships.

2.2 Students know how to interpret and evaluate primary and secondary sources of historical information.

5.1 Students understand how democratic ideas and institutions in the United States have developed, changed, and/or been maintained. 

5.2 Students know how various systems of government have developed and functioned throughout history. 

5.3 Students know how political power has been acquired, maintained, used, and/or lost throughout history. 

5.4 Students know the history of relationships among different political powers and the development of international relations. 

Geography

1.1 Students know how to use maps, globes, and other geographic tools to acquire, process, and report information from a spatial perspective. 
1.3 Students know how to analyze the dynamic spatial organization of people, places, and environments.

2.2 Students know how and why people define regions.
4.5 Students know how cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of Earth's surface.
5.3 Students know the changes that occur in the meaning, use, location, distribution, and importance of resources.  

Economics

2.1 Students understand that different economic systems employ different means to

produce, distribute, and exchange goods and services.

2.2 Students understand the fundamental characteristics of the United States economic

system* 
Civics

3.1 Students know how and why governments and nongovernmental agencies

around the world interact politically.

3.2 Students understand how the United States government develops foreign policy*.
Essential Vocabulary

· Cold War 

· The Iron Curtain
· The Truman Doctrine
· The Marshall Plan

· Aligned and non-aligned countries

· Red Scare
· McCarthyism
· NATO, SEATO, Warsaw Pact
Additional Vocabulary will be added following the pilot year.
Essential Learnings: 

· Explain the reasons for the Cold War following WWII. (H 5.4)

· Compare and contrast how the economic problem of how to distribute resources equitably is addressed in the economic systems of Capitalism (market orientation) with Communism (central planning). (E 2.1, 2.2)

· Compare and contrast the political ideology of democracy with totalitarian regimes. (H 5.2, 5.4, 6.1)

· Compare the international objectives of totalitarian communism (Soviet Union and China) with that democratic capitalism. (H 5.3)

· Compare life in the communist world with life in the non-communist world during the Cold War era. (G 2.2, H 6.1)

· Identify reasons for U.S. involvement in and the effects of the Korean Conflict. (G 4.5. H 5.4)

· Explain the Iron Curtain and the division of Europe. (H 5.2, 5.3)

· Map the members of NATO and Warsaw Pact Nations. (G 1.1)

· Give reasons for the formation of Cold War alliances. (H 5.4)

· Summarize how the development and deployment of the Truman Doctrine of communist containment set the focus of U.S. foreign policy during the Cold War era. (C 3.2, 3.3)

· Describe ways Americans reacted to the fear of Communism.

· Use maps to explain the geographic significance of events of the Cold War. (G 1.3)

· Using a timeline of significant Cold War events and policies, (created by the student) describe the relationship among the major listed events and policies. (H 1.3)

· Describe the various areas of competition between the U.S. and the communist world (including but not limited to space and arms races, foreign policy, military actions such as the Bay of Pigs, U.S. entry into Viet Nam, and the Cuban Missile Crisis) (G 4.5, 5.3)

· Examine and respond to newspaper articles, magazine articles, policy documents, television news clips, music, letters, advertisements, and other primary source documents of the period. (H 2.2)

Assessment: 

Performance Assessment: Students will debate a proposition and justify their position with rationale drawn from the social studies standards learned during the course of study.

Proposition: “The Cold war was an inevitability.” 

This assessment will be written by individuals and/or in common. Following the pilot year (2005 –2006), social studies teachers will convene a meeting to collect samples of these assessments to include in this curriculum.
Resources:

Resources will be collected and annotated following the pilot year.
Unit 2: The Vietnam War (approximately 3 weeks)
The period of the Vietnam War is significant in American History for many reasons. Viet Nam was the longest war in US history. The war entered the living rooms of American homes nightly during the news hour, making the war an immediate experience, not remote. Changes in the military, weapons and rotation of troops created controversy. To some the war appeared to be the result of a failed American foreign policy. To others, the war represented an aggressive move against the threat of the global spread of communism. The war polarized the American public. Even today public discourse about U.S. military actions are frequently referenced to Vietnam. Our students need to understand that modern American foreign policy has been shaped by the discourse still swirling around unresolved questions about the Vietnam War.
Critical Idea:  Students will understand that sometimes our government can administer policies, created through the democratic process, and yet polarized the public.  

Essential Question: For what reasons did the U.S. go to war in Vietnam and how come we still are talking about it?

Standards Addressed in this unit:

History

1.1 Students know the general chronological order of events and people in history.

2.1  Students know how to formulate questions and hypotheses regarding what happened on the past and to obtain and analyze historical data to answer questions and test hypotheses.

2.2 Students know how to interpret and evaluate primary and secondary sources of historical information.

5.3  Students know how political power has been acquired, maintained, used and/or lost throughout history.

5.4  Students know the history of relationships among different political powe4rs and the development of international relations.

6.3  Students know how various forms of expression reflect religious beliefs and philosophical ideas.

Civics

2.4  Students know how public policy is develope3d at the local, state, and national levels.

3.2 Students understand how the United States government develops foreign policy*.

4.3 Students know how citizens can exercise their rights.

4.4 Students know how citizens can participate in civic life*.
Geography

1.2 Students develop knowledge of Earth to locate people, places, and environments.

4.5 Students know how cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of Earth's surface. 

Economics

2.1 Students understand that different economic systems employ different means to produce, distribute, and exchange goods and services.

Essential Vocabulary

· Vietnam
· Tet Offensive
· Gulf of Tonkin Resolution
· Vietnamization
· Escalation
· Search & Destroy Missions
· Free Fire Zones
· VC, Charlie, Viet Cong
· General Westmoreland
· President Johnson, LBJ
· President Nixon
Additional Vocabulary will be added following the pilot year.
Essential Learnings:

· Identify the reasons for US involvement in Vietnam.  (E 2.1, G 4.5, C3.2)

· Map South East Asia, locating important landmarks (Mekong Delta, Gulf of Tonkin, Saigon, Hanoi, Laos, Vietnam, Thailand). (G1.2)

· Examine the escalation of the Viet Nam War by LBJ and Nixon. (C 3.2, C3.3)

· Compare the different US military tactics for fighting the Vietnam War. (H 5.3)

· Listen to a variety of antiwar songs and discuss their effectiveness.  (H6.3, H2.1, H2.2)

· Analyze the effectiveness of the antiwar movement.  (C 2.4, C4.3, C4.4)

· Describe how the American experience in Vietnam continues to frame discussions of US foreign policy.  (H5.3, H5.4, C3.2)

Assessment:

Students will maintain a learning journal ...based upon the social studies standards learned during the course of study.... recording the history of US involvement in Vietnam and important decisions?

This assessment will be written by individuals and/or in common. Following the pilot year (2005 –2006), social studies teachers will convene a meeting to collect samples of these assessments to include in this curriculum.
Resources:

Resources will be collected and annotated following the pilot year.
Unit 3: The Turbulent 60’s and 70’s

On the domestic scene, and during the Vietnam War, American pubic life erupted into various social expressions. Students will examine a variety of social and political changes wrought by personal involvement and social activism. Students may explore the Civil Rights Movement, Johnson’s war of Poverty and Great Society, American Farm Workers Union, and many other social movements that represent personal vision and commitment that sets the conditions for social change.

Critical Idea:

Students understand that “people power” can generate radical social change.

Essential Question:  How did various interest groups (Blacks, Chicanos, Indians, women, gays) seek social change during the 1950’s, 1960’s and 1970’s?

Standards Addressed in this Unit:

History


1.1 Students know the general chronological order of events and people in history.

1.3 Students use chronology to examine and explain historical relationships.
2.1 Students know how to formulate questions and hypotheses regarding what happened in the past and to obtain and analyze historical data to answer questions and test hypotheses.
2.2 Students know how to interpret and evaluate primary and secondary sources of historical information.
5.1 Students understand how democratic ideas and institutions in the United States have developed, changed, and/or been maintained. 

5.2 Students know how various systems of government have developed and functioned throughout history.  

5.3 Students know how political power has been acquired, maintained, used, and/or lost throughout history.  

Civics

1.4 Students know the distinctive characteristics of the political culture* of the United States.

2.4  Students know how public policy* is developed at the local, state, and national levels.

4.3 Students know how citizens can exercise their rights.

4.4 Students know how citizens can participate in civic life*.
Economics

2.1 Students understand that different economic systems employ different means to produce, distribute, and exchange goods and services.
Essential Vocabulary

· Martin Luther King

· Malcolm X

· Cesar Chavez

· Rudolfo “Corky” Gonzales (Yo Soy Joaquin)

· Southern Christian Leadership Conference

· AIM

· United Farm Workers

· Chicanos

· Black Pride

· Black Panther Party

· Great Society

· War on Poverty

· Women’s Rights

· ERA

· Race Riots

Additional Vocabulary will be added following the pilot year.
Essential Learnings:

· Reconstruct the main events and know the contributions of significant individuals of the Civil Rights Movement. (H1.1, H1.3, H5.1, H5.3, C4.3, C4.4)

· Identify the impact of the various assassinations on the public. (H1.3)

· Chart the changes in public policy by the executive, legislative, and judicial branches. (H5.1, H5.2, C1.4, C2.4)

· Compare the leadership of Martin Luther King and Malcolm X.  (H5.3, C1.4, C4.3)

· Identify the aims and debate the effectiveness of LBJ’s Great Society programs.  (H2.1, H5.3, E2.1, C2.4)

· Read and listen to various Civil Rights literature.  (H2.2, C4.4) 

Assessment:

Essay:  “What were the long lasting changes brought about by the various civil rights movements?

This assessment will be written by individuals and/or in common. Following the pilot year (2005 –2006), social studies teachers will convene a meeting to collect samples of these assessments to include in this curriculum.
Resources:

Resources will be collected and annotated following the pilot year.
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