	2011-2012 English Honors 
9th Grade

	Semester 1:
Theme/Big Idea 
1940’s: A Decade of Change

Major Texts 
The Book Thief
Hiroshima
Snow Falling on Cedars (excerpts or full text dependent on time)
	Semester 2:
Theme/Big Idea
Utopia

Major Texts
Lord of the Flies
Midsummer Night’s Dream

	Writing Genres:
(Essays/ECRs)
Personal Experience Essay: decision made now and how it will affect future
· Predicts how students’ current actions affect their  futures
· Writes a conclusion that includes restatement, reflection, and a personal call to action
· 
Explanation Essay: How-To
· Describes steps in sequential order
· Applies headings to emphasize main ideas for clarity
· Applies sub-headings to explicitly state supporting steps

Position/Persuasive Essay: 
· Writes a rebuttal to a counter-argument
· Models an author’s use of ethos, pathos, and logos 

Response to lit: How does the author develop theme through characterization 
· Integrating quotes using introductory phrases and concluding APA citations 
· Analyzes author’s development of theme through characterization including actions, conversations, descriptions, and interaction with other characters



	Areas of Interaction:
	International Mindedness Component:

	

	Major Assessments (distinguished from District mandated assessments):
· Comparative paper analyzing a shared literary element between a text read and an alternative medium (e.g., art, music, film) with planning and delivery of presentation
· Comparative paper about American and Japanese ordinary citizens’ point of views regarding the drop of the atomic bomb
· Literary technique analysis portfolio; ongoing development through 9/10;  introduction and explanation; this semester’s paper focus: setting
	Major Assessments (distinguished from District mandated assessments):
· Collaborative performance assessment: rewrite a Shakespeare scene in modern English from a specific character’s point of view, plan staging, and perform; justify choices in an independent reflective paper
· Student chosen paper from the following topics (Lord of the Flies):
· Think of theme Golding develops in the novel.  What are his attitudes towards human nature, modern society, or human destiny?  Is Golding a pessimist or an optimist about the future of mankind?  Defend your answer with specific textual evidence.
· How does Golding use symbols to portray his message?  (pg. 162 for list of symbols)
· Trace the idea of the beast from the beginning to the end.  Examine how the idea changes and why.
· Literary technique analysis portfolio; ongoing development through 9/10;  this semester’s paper focus: characterization

	

	Standard
	GLET

	Resource
Semester 1
	Resource
Semester 2

	1940’s A Decade of Change
	· Categorize types of change, given several examples (political, social)
· Interpret change as progressive or regressive in selected works
· Evaluate social and individual change in a given piece of literature (natural or imposed)
	
	

	Utopia (William and Mary)
	· Apply concept of utopia to wide variety of genres
· Categorize and evaluate types of utopia evident in various works
	Utopia generalizations William and Mary Utopia pg. 47
	

	1.a. Compare and contrast text with different themes or ideas.
	• Compare and contrast works, and connect themes across and within genres

	
	

	1.b. Interpret and critically read a variety of text (for example, essays, speeches, biography, literary, informative and technical text).
	· Evaluate the language, content, structure, meaning and significance of both familiar and previously unseen oral, written and visual texts
	
	

	1.c. Analyze main ideas, supporting details, sequence of events or procedures, facts and opinions in literary, expository, and technical texts.
	· Evaluate varying messages according to main ideas, arguments, assumptions, and effectiveness cite

	
	

	1.d. Infer by making connections within and among texts.
	· Apply aspect of Paul’s reasoning model through specific examples
	
	

	1.e. Summarize, synthesize, and evaluate literary, expository, and technical texts.
	· Evaluate the language, content, structure, meaning and significance of both familiar and previously unseen oral, written and visual texts

	
	

	1.g. Locate and recall information in text with different text structures (for example, cause and effect, problems/solution, or compare/contrast).
	
	
	

	1g (f). Determine meanings of words, including those with multiple meanings, by using context clues (for example, synonyms, comparisons) and structural clues (for example, roots, suffixes, prefixes).

	· Analyze form, function, and definition of words in given context
· Develop vocab power aligned with reading

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2.a. Write in a variety of genre including expository, technical, persuasive, narrative, and descriptive for specific purposes (for example, to synthesize, analyze, evaluate, explain, persuade, inform, and entertain).
	· Develop skills of argument (thesis statement) formulation by providing evidence and data

	
	

	2.b.  Apply literary terminology & knowledge of literary techniques (including, but not limited to, rising action, style, mood, setting, protagonist, antagonist, point of view, foreshadowing, personification, or flashback) to understand text.
	· Apply linguistic and literary concepts appropriately in reading, writing, and speaking

	
	

	2 b.(e). Organize writing using text structures (for example, cause and effect relationships, compare/contrast, and problem/solution).
	• Create work (oral and written) that employs organizational structures and language-specific conventions using a variety of styles and mediums (e.g. creative compositions)

	
	

	2.c. Use the format, voice, and style appropriate for audience and purpose
	· Develop skills of argument (thesis statement) formulation by providing evidence and data

	
	

	2.d (b). Plan, draft, revise, and edit for a final copy.

	
	
	

	2.e. Organize writing using text structures ( for example, cause and effect relationships, compare/contrast, and problem/solution).
	• organize ideas and arguments in a sustained, coherent and logical manner

	
	

	2.e (c) Use format, voice, and style appropriate for audience and purpose
	
	
	

	2.f. Organize writing so that it has an engaging introduction, logical and effective development of ideas, and a satisfying conclusion.
	· organize ideas and arguments in a sustained, coherent and logical manner
· Organize presentation using elements of reasoning
· Writes topic sentences that transition from one paragraph to the next
· Writes an introduction that establishes audience & purpose, states controlling idea, and engages the reader
· Writes basic single paragraphs and multiple paragraph essays to develop the thesis statement 
· Supporting points explain the main point, and the illustrating details provide evidence for the support.
· Ends the essay with a recognizable conclusion that is related to the introduction
	
	

	2.h. Vary sentence structures and lengths to enhance flow, rhythm, meaning, and clarity.
	· Develops voice appropriate for the purpose and audience
· Develops voice to personalize and enhance a piece of writing
· Uses lively verbs, supported with appropriate adverbs 
· Uses imagery 
· Uses figurative language and memorable phrasing
· Supports nouns with appropriate adjectives
·  Uses effective vocabulary, including some abstract and specialized content-area words
· Uses colloquial language when appropriate
· Uses a variety of devices independently and deliberately to convey meaning (figures of speech, symbolism, dialect)
	
	

	2.g (d). Develop main ideas and content fully focused on a prompt with relevant, thorough, and effective support
	· Organize ideas and arguments in a sustained, coherent and logical manner

	
	

	2.i. Use vivid and precise words (for example, active verbs and concrete nouns), imagery, and figurative language as appropriate to audience and purpose.
	· Apply linguistic and literary concepts appropriately in reading, writing, and speaking
· Locates informal language in student writing and replaces with formal language (e.g. “you” with “the reader” or “one”)
· Selects words appropriate for a specific purpose and audience
· Develops voice appropriate for the purpose and audience
· Develops voice to personalize and enhance a piece of writing
· Uses lively verbs, supported with appropriate adverbs 
· Uses imagery 
· Uses figurative language and memorable phrasing
· Supports nouns with appropriate adjectives
· Uses effective vocabulary, including some abstract and specialized content-area words
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.a. Edit for correct grammatical conventions.
	· Edit for pronoun/antecedent usage  
· Edit for redundant phrases and clauses
· Edits papers using appropriate proof-reading marks
	
	

	3.b. Use standard English usage in writing, including subject/verb agreement, agreement of pronoun and its antecedent, parallel structure, and correct modifiers.
	· Writes sentences with correct subject/verb agreement where the subject is separated from its verb by a modifier or a modifying phrase
· Writes paragraphs with consistent verb tense.
· Writes sentences using pronoun/antecedent agreement (e.g., each, either, neither, one, anybody etc.) 
· Writes sentences using modifiers correctly (e.g., phrases and clauses etc.)
· Writes paragraphs using parallel structure
	
	

	3.c. Write in complete sentences(varying the types of sentences using appropriate patterns/transitions and punctuation)
	· Writes sentences with combinations of phrases and clauses
· Writes with varied sentence patterns (e.g., subject + action verb + indirect object +  direct object) 
Punctuates phrases, clauses and transitions correctly
	
	

	3.d. Punctuate correctly, including apostrophes, commas, semi-colons, colons, and dashes.
	· Writes sentences using parenthesis correctly (e.g., with full sentences)
· Writes sentences using commas to set off non-restrictive phrases and clauses 
· Writes compound sentences using semicolons (e.g., conjunctive adverbs and transitional phrases)
	
	

	3.e. Capitalize, paragraph, and spell correctly
	· Capitalizes beginning of sentences and all proper nouns correctly
· Identifies and uses conventional spelling
· Uses resources (e.g., spell checkers, dictionaries, charts) to monitor spelling and accuracy   
· Correctly uses commonly confused words such as homophones and homonyms
· Applies knowledge of prefixes, roots and suffixes as an aid to correct spelling
· Writes paragraphs correctly so each paragraph is differentiated by indenting or blocking and includes one major and focused idea
Uses a multi-paragraph structure
	
	

	3f Use resources to monitor 
· spelling
· word choice
· grammatical conventions
	Uses correctly:
· Uses a spell checker when word-processing (RWC)
Uses a dictionary for spelling (RWC)
	
	

	3.g Present written work in legible format
	· Writes in legible manuscript or cursive writing
· Uses word processing to produce a document that is legible.
· Uses district submission standards to produce final copy
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.a. Identify author's viewpoint, purpose, and historical/cultural context from information presented in the text.
	· Discriminate between informative and persuasive messages
· Determines author’s purpose (entertain, persuade, inform) in increasingly complex poetry, fiction and nonfiction material
· Determines author’s point of view in increasingly complex poetry, fiction and nonfiction material
· P.O.V.= author’s perspective on the subject
· P.O.V.= the way a story is told (1st person, 3rd person)
· Identifies the possibility of author’s bias
· Identifies the text’s historical/cultural context
	
	

	4.b. Use reading and writing to define a problem, evaluate options, and propose a solution.
	· Uses higher-level questioning skills as an approach to understanding texts (refer to Blooms)
· Locates information in nonfiction text to answer questions
· Connects information from various nonfiction texts to solve problems and answer questions.
· Practices collaboration skills to draw conclusions, evaluate, discuss and solve problems
	
	

	4.c. Differentiate fact from opinion in a variety of text.


	· Correctly distinguishes fact from opinion in variety of texts
· Expresses personal opinions about a text in an articulate manner
· Defends opinion with facts and details in text
	
	

	4.d. Analyze a variety of text (for example, editorials, political cartoons, advertisements, and essays) in order to make predictions and draw conclusions.
	· Evaluate the language, content, structure, meaning and significance of both familiar and previously unseen oral, written and visual texts

	
	

	4.e. Evaluate the quality of ideas in a text by applying criteria and supporting the conclusion.
	· Analyzes the text's main idea and use relevant details to support the analysis.
	
	

	4.g. Respond to written and oral presentations as a reader, listener and articulate speaker
	· Answers questions and supports answers (CG)
· Uses appropriate active listening audience behaviors (CG)
· Conveys details messages (CG)
· Speaks at an appropriate volume, with clarity and rate that can be understood (CG)
Uses correct grammar/syntax
	
	

	4 h. Use listening skills to understand oral communication
	· Identifies a purpose for listening (CG)
· Follows multi step directions (CG)
	
	

	4i Use brainstorming techniques to clarify what is read, heard or viewed
	· Uses a variety of graphic organizers to brainstorm (concept map, webs etc)
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	5.a. Use organizational features of printed text (for example, prefaces, appendices, annotations, citations, and bibliographic references) to locate relevant information.
	· Establishes a purpose for reading
· Uses independently the following parts of a book to locate information
Table of contents
Index
Glossary
Prefaces
Headings/sub-headings
Titles/subtitles
Captions
Chapter preview
Summaries
Annotations
Changes in print (italics, bold Faced print, underlined, all caps etc.)
Appendices
Citations
Bibliographic references
	
	

	5.b. Use organizational features of electronic text (for example, database keyword searches, Internet search engines and e- mail addresses) to locate relevant information.
	· Use organizational features of electronic text (for example, database keyword searches, Internet search engines and e- mail addresses) to locate relevant information.

	
	

	5.c. Paraphrase, summarize, organize and synthesize information from a variety of sources.
	· Selects relevant information by establishing purpose and audience
· Independently skims information to determine relevancy of information
· Understands how to paraphrase text
· Independently restates, summarizes, and synthesizes information from references, technical  sources and media using: 
graphic organizers 
outlines
note cards & bib cards 
· Synthesizes and organizes information for a final written/spoken product
	
	

	5.d. Evaluate information for specific needs, validity, credibility, and bias.
	· Selects and locates information appropriate for a specific purpose or audience and justifies the selection
· Evaluates a variety of media for purpose, validity, credibility, and/or bias
	
	

	5.e. Give credit for others' ideas, images, or information in an appropriate form.
	· Give credit for others' ideas, images, or information in an appropriate form

	
	

	5.f. Locate meanings, pronunciations, and derivations of unfamiliar words using dictionaries, glossaries, and other sources
	· Develop vocab power aligned with reading

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	6.a. Read and respond to classic and contemporary novels, poetry, plays, short stories, non-fiction, essays and speeches, from a variety of cultures and historical periods that are familiar and unfamiliar. 
	· Formulate multiple perspectives on a given issue
· Evaluate the language, content, structure, meaning and significance of both familiar and previously unseen oral, written and visual texts
• compare and contrast works, and connect themes across and within genres
• express an informed, independent, and unique response to texts

	
	

	6.b. Apply literary terminology and knowledge of literary techniques (including, but not limited to, rising action, style, mood, setting, protagonist, antagonist, point of view, foreshadowing, personification, or flashback) to understand text.
	· Apply linguistic and literary concepts appropriately in reading, writing, and speaking
· Apply concept of allegory to text analysis

	
	

	6.c. Read a given text, identify the theme, and provide support from the text.
	· Evaluate the language, content, structure, meaning and significance of both familiar and previously unseen oral, written and visual texts
	
	

	6.d  Understand how figurative language supports meaning in a given text
	· Identify and analyze how figurative language adds meaning to the text
· Apply literary terminology to interpret text
	
	

	
6.e Read classis text, identify theme, develop a thesis and provide support from the text
	
· Read a given text and determine topic (what the author is talking about)
· Read and determine theme (the message the author is conveying about life or people in relation to the topic)
· Find and use explicit details to explain how author develops theme
	
	

	6.g Respond to literature in developmentally appropriate ways that reflect an understanding of his/her own and other’s perspectives
	· Formulate multiple perspectives on a given issue
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