ACSD 14 Department of Curriculum and Instruction 2008-2009

Writing

Standard 2: Students write and speak for a variety of purposes and audiences.

Language use is an ever expanding and ever evolving art. Skills, concepts and certain basic behaviors are repeated across grade levels with the understanding students will use them differently as the mature developmentally.  What changes is the quality and depth of the task and how effectively the student uses the language arts tools to communicate.
	Preschool
	Kindergarten
	1st Grade
	2nd Grade
	3rd Grade
	4th Grade
	5th Grade
	6th Grade

	2.a Choose a topic to write about
	2.a Generate topics to relate a narrative, creative story, or other communication by drawing, telling and writing
	2.a Generate topics through pre-writing activities 
	2.a Generate topics through pre-writing activities


	2.a Write in a variety of modes such as:  short personal narratives, friendly letters, and brief expository pieces (informational paragraph or how-to paragraph) for the purpose of informing or explaining to a variety of audiences
	2.a. Generate topics and develop ideas for a variety of writing purposes (for example, telling a story, publishing a class newsletter, writing a letter to an adult, writing a book report, creating a play, introducing a speaker or an event).
	2.a. Write in a variety of modes such as narrative, expository or descriptive for various audiences and purposes (for example, to entertain or to inform).
	2.a. Write in a variety of modes such as narrative, expository or descriptive for various audiences and purposes (for example, to entertain, to inform or to persuade).

	· Selects a topic to “write” about when given two or more choices (EC 030)
	· Draws to express ideas 

· Uses letters and words 

· Uses simple graphic organizers to help organize their ideas before writing  (EC 030)
· Draws to express ideas 
	Generates topics using:

· Brainstorming

· Webbing

· Mapping

· Drawing

· K-W-L charts

· Group decisions

· Matches purpose with audience (EC 030)
	Correctly completes a graphic organizer as a pre-writing activity

· Brainstorming

· Webbing

· Mapping

· Drawing

· K-W-L charts

· Group decisions

· Matches purpose with audience (EC 030)
	Writes:

· short personal narratives

· descriptive paragraphs

· friendly letters
· biographies

· Writing to a prompt- following a set of directions
· brief expository pieces:

· *informational paragraphs

· *how-to paragraphs 


	Generates relevant topics through prewriting activities to :

· tell a story

· publish a class newsletter 

· write a letter to an adult 

· write a book report

· create a play 

· introduce a speaker or an event (EC 030)
	· Generates relevant topics through prewriting activities (brainstorming, webbing, story board)

· Develops ideas for a variety of writing purposes (telling a story, publishing a class newsletter, writing a letter to an adult, writing and/or orally presenting a book report, creating and producing a play, introducing a speaker or an event, narrating a presentation) 

· Matches purpose with audience (EC 030)
	· Determines the purpose and audience of the writing (EC 060)
· Descriptive

· Describes the concrete and abstract qualities of a person, place or thing using sensory details, precise adjectives, and figurative language 
· Narrative

· Develops personal and creative narratives with beginning , middle and end

· Uses sensory details, concrete language, dialogue, voice and figurative language as narrative devices

· Expository

· Writes single and multiple paragraphs that demonstrate: compare/contrast, cause/effect, problem/solution, process, informative, explanatory  

· Persuasive

· Writes to support an idea, clarify a point, or influence an audience

· Validates arguments and conclusions with organized and relevant evidence

·    Short Constructed Response to Text

· Answers discussion questions pertaining to a given passage or text

· Responds to significant issues and themes from the text

· Writes summaries that include main ideas/supporting details or descriptions of characters, plot, conflict, and conclusion

· Correspondence

· Identifies and uses correct letter format both business and friendly

· States the purpose of a letter or communication in the body of the letter

	
	
	2.b Organize writing 
	2.b Organize writing 
	2.b. Organize writing with a beginning, middle, and end; or with main ideas and supporting details. 
	2.b. Organize their writing.
	2.b. Organize writing using a logical arrangement of ideas.
	2.b. Organize writing using a logical arrangement of ideas.

	
	
	· Uses simple graphic organizers to help organize their ideas before writing (EC 030) 
	· Correctly completes a graphic organizer as a pre-writing activity such as a Venn Diagram, web, story map (EC 030)
Begins to write

· personal narratives

· descriptive paragraphs

· friendly letters 

· stories

· expository paragraphs 

Begins to write a paragraph that includes

· title

· topic sentence

· supporting sentences with transition words

·  concluding sentence

· Uses simple transitions  in writing 
	· Pre-writes a first draft, by organizing writing to include an introduction, logical arrangement of ideas and conclusion (EC 030)  

· Presents a written report/paragraph that includes: 

· Title

· Topic sentence

· Supporting sentences with transition words

· Concluding sentence 

· Simple graphic/visual 
	· Organizes written and oral presentations using strategies such as lists, outlining, cause effect relationships, compare/contrast, problem solution 
	· Pre-writing: Organizes logical order in writing using strategies such as lists, outlining, cause/effect relationships, compare/contrast, problem/solution) (EC 030)
· Develops ideas and content with relevant details, supportive examples, reasons and conclusion 
	· Interprets multiple  prompts 

· Uses strategies to plan writing: (EC 060)
· graphic organizers

· outlines 

· Develops single and multi-paragraph pieces of writing from organizers to convey clear message and stay on topic

· Elaborates supporting details

	2.c Learns new words and the ideas and concepts associated with these words. 
	2c. Increase vocabulary 
	2.c Use vocabulary that communicates messages clearly and precisely, including strong verbs, synonyms, and antonyms
	2.c Use vocabulary that communicates messages clearly and precisely, including strong verbs, synonyms, and antonyms
	2.c Use appropriate choice of words to communicate clearly.
	2.c. Choose vocabulary that communicates their messages clearly and precisely.
	2.c. Select and use clear and precise language.
	2.c. Use language which supports and enriches the idea.

	· Uses two or more words to describe something (COR R. 4)

· Learns new words daily in conversation, what is being explored and read about

· Shows a general interest in words and word meanings, asks teachers what a word means or offers definitions.  

· Recognizes that things may have more than one name

· Categorizes objects or pictures and tells why they go together.  In sorting, child groups objects that are the same in some way and identifies the similarity. (COR Y.4)

· Increases vocabulary of verbs, adjectives, and adverbs to exercise options in word choice

· Uses some abstract words and understands that these words differ from concrete things, people or places

· Uses verbs referring to cognition, communication and emotions
	· Demonstrates word usage in writing by including:

· Uses of descriptors to indicate 3-4 attributes

· Uses specific vocabulary to describe actions/ events (EC 030)
	· Demonstrates word usage in writing by including:

· Uses of descriptors to indicate 3-4 attributes

· Uses specific vocabulary to describe actions/ events

· Begins to incorporate words appealing to the senses and feelings (EC 030)
	· Demonstrates word usage in writing by including:

· Use of descriptors to indicate 4+ attributes

· Complex vocabulary to describe action/ events 

· Label abstract concepts in a variety of contexts

· Opposites 

· Synonyms
· Antonyms
· Comparatives 

· Homonyms

· Use specific vocab. related to content area

· Incorporate words appealing to the senses

(EC 030)
	· Demonstrates word usage in writing by including:  

· Use of descriptors to indicate 4+ attributes

· Complex vocabulary to describe action/events

· Label abstract concepts in a variety of contexts

· Antonyms

· Synonyms

· Comparatives

· Homonyms

(EC 030)
	· Demonstrates word usage in writing including: 

· Figurative language

· Dialect 

· Precise vocabulary 

· Embed transition words in writing  

· Adds, subtracts or substitutes words to verify, clarify and enhance meaning 

· Uses word choice that includes precise adjectives, adverbs, and transitional words 

(EC 030)
	· Demonstrates word usage in writing including:

· Figurative language

· Dialect

· Precise vocabulary 

· Using transitions to convey sequence and to link ideas     (EC 030)
	· Experiments with appropriate vocabulary choices to enhance writing

· Uses vivid and precise language appropriate to audience and purpose.

· Uses figurative language to enrich a piece of writing

· Develops voice to personalize and enhance a piece of writing (EC 060)

	
	
	2.d Write a first draft with the necessary components for a given genre


	2.d. Plan, revise, edit and proofread a first draft for a given genre
	2.d. Plan, revise, edit and proofread a first draft for a given genre

*Also assessed in Standard 3, Benchmarks 3.d.1 and 3.d.2.
	2.d. Plan, draft, revise and editing writing
	2.d.Plan, draft, revise, and edit for a final copy.
	2.d. Plan, draft, revise, and edit for a final copy.

	
	
	· Writes first draft with beg/middle/end or first/next/finally (EC 030)

	· States how prewriting helps to organize thinking before writing (EC 030)
· Writes a first draft with necessary components for a specific genre, including a topic sentence, supporting sentences and concluding statement (EC 030)
· Revises draft content with minimal teacher support (EC 030) 

· Proofreads and edits revised draft using resources (EC 030)

	· Generates relevant topics through prewriting activities (brainstorming, webbing, mapping, drawing, kwl, charts, group discussions) (EC 030)
· Writes a first draft, by organizing writing to include an introduction, logical arrangement of ideas and conclusion  (EC 030)
· Revises draft content and organization (relevant details, clarity) incorporating ideas for word choice, sentence fluency and deletion of text independently (EC 030) 

· Captures and corrects spelling errors and punctuation (ex: capitals, end marks,)  
· Proofreads and edits revised draft using resources (EC 030)
· Describes the five components of the writing process (prewriting, rough draft, revision, editing, and final product) 
	· Generates relevant topics through prewriting activities (EC 030)
· Plans and writes a first draft that includes specific vocabulary to express ideas clearly and precisely  (EC 030)
· Revises draft content and organization, including incorporating ideas from others, personal opinions, word choice, sentence fluency, deletion of text and rearranging of text (EC 030)
· Proofreads and edits revised draft using multiple sources (EC 030) 
	· Plans relevant topics through prewriting activities (brainstorming, webbing, story board) (EC 030)
· Drafts ideas and content with relevant details, supportive examples, reasons and conclusion (EC 030)
· Revises drafts for coherence, progression and logical support by adding, elaborating, deleting, combining and rearranging text (EC 030) 
·  Proofreads and edits revised draft for spelling, grammar  using multiple resources (EC 030)
	· Plans writing using organizational strategies (graphic organizer, outline) (EC 060)
· Drafts a single or multi-paragraph composition from organizer to convey a clear message and stay on topic (EC 060)
· Revises by elaborating on relevant details and omitting irrelevant information; refines sentence structure and word choice; refines language for audience and purpose (EC 060)
· Edits writing for correct capitalization, grammar /usage and punctuation (EC 060)
· Writes final copy according to District submission standards

	
	
	2.e Present a legible final copy according to purpose


	2.e Present a legible final copy according to purpose


	2.e. Create a legible document.
	2.e. Create readable documents with legible handwriting at the appropriate time.
	2.(e) Create readable, documents with legible handwriting or word processing


	

	
	
	· Continues to use Block manuscript that is legible 

· Creates a final product from a draft for specific purpose: 

· read aloud

· display

· publish

· perform

· Compares and contrasts rough draft and final draft 
	· Writes legibly by consistently forming letters in block manuscript 

· Uses indentations to begin paragraphs and write within appropriate margins 

· Creates a final product for a specific purpose: 

· read aloud

· display

· publish

· perform
	· Masters Block manuscript and begins to use cursive 

· Uses an approximate 5 space indentation to begin a paragraph and writes in appropriate margins 

· Uses word processing to produce a document that is legible 
	· Consistently forms legible letters when writing cursive and Block 

· Uses a 5 space indentation to begin a paragraph, and write with appropriate margins 
	· Masters manuscript and cursive handwriting 

· Uses word processing to produce a document that is legible 


	

	
	
	2.f Write with sentence fluency 
	2.f Write with sentence fluency
	2.f Use a variety of sentence beginnings and structures
	2.f Use a variety of sentence structures with strong conclusions
	2.f. Select and use a variety of sentence structures(and lengths) 
	2.f. Use a variety of sentence structures.

	
	
	· Identifies different types of sentences: question, command, telling, exclamatory

· Writes complete sentences (including who/did what/ where and: name it, verb it, finish it) 

· Begins to use multiple simple sentences with varied beginnings (EC 030)
· Uses correct subject/verb agreement in speaking and writing sentences including additional grammatical conventions (verb tense, referent nouns

         ( RWC)
	· Identifies four sentence types: declarative, imperative, exclamatory, interrogative  
· Uses a combination of simple and compound sentences in writing (EC 030) 


	· Identifies sentence types: declarative, imperative, exclamatory, interrogative  
Uses a combination of simple, compound and complex sentences in writing (EC 030)
	Uses a combination of simple, compound and complex sentences of varying lengths in writing (EC 030)
	· Uses a combination of simple, compound and complex sentences of varying lengths and uses appropriate punctuation (EC 030)
	· Writes in complete sentences varying the types such as compound and complex, and uses appropriately punctuated dependent clauses (subordinating, appositives and relative clauses). (EC 060)
· Varies the beginning of sentences 



	
	
	
	
	
	
	2.g. Develop ideas and content with relevant details, supporting examples and/or reasons.
	2.g. Develop ideas and content with relevant details, supporting examples and/or reasons.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	· Generates relevant ideas through planning activities (lists, outlining, webbing)  
	· Develops ideas and content with relevant and supporting: 

· Details

· Facts 

· Examples 

· Reasons

· Quotes

· Statistics

	
	2. h Create a narrative by drawing, telling, and or using emergent transitional words
	2 h. Create a narrative by drawing, telling and/or using emergent transitional words
	2.h Create a narrative and/or expository text by drawing, telling and/or using emergent transitional words
	2.h Use transitional words to link ideas (in narrative and expository text)
	2.h Use (a variety of) transitional words to link ideas (in narrative and expository text)
	*2.e. Use (a variety of) transitions to link ideas (in narrative and expository text).
	2.e. Use transitions to link ideas.
2.h Use vocabulary that communicates a message clearly and precisely, including a range of words that are precise and vivid

	
	· Draws to express ideas 

· Uses letters and words 

· Dictates to an adult 
	· Begins to use simple transition words to report events in a narrative sequentially 
	· Uses a variety of appropriate sentence beginnings for narrative and expository writing 

· Uses appropriate simple transition words to report events sequentially in narrative and expository writing 
	· Uses simple transitional words to report events sequentially 
	· Embeds transition words in writing to convey sequence 


	· Embeds transitions in writing that convey sequence 

· Uses transitions to link ideas  
	· Effectively embeds age-appropriate transitions 

· Words that show time (meanwhile, afterward)

· Words that compare two thing (similarly, likewise)

· Words that contrast (on the other hand, otherwise)

· Words that emphasize a point (especially, for this reason)

· Words that conclude or summarize (therefore, as a result)

· Words that add information or clarify (moreover, for instance additionally)

	2.i Uses pictures and symbols as a representation for oral language
	2.i. Create a message by drawing, telling and or emergent writing
	2.i Write several sentences that focus on one topic using main idea with supporting details
	2.i Write about a main idea with supporting details

Begin to use:

· interesting leads

· concluding sentence
	2.i Write about a main idea with supporting details

· use interesting leads

· concluding sentence
	2.i. Develop main ideas and content, fully focused on a prompt with relevant, thorough and effective support
	2.i Develop main idea and content, fully focused on a prompt with relevant, thorough and effective support
	

	· Writes a string of letters and reads them or asks to have them read (COR X.4)

· Creates messages by writing in various ways: drawing, scribbling, recognizable letters, invented spelling, or conventional forms (COR)

· Dictates stories (COR)

· Draws/paints something that includes four or more basic parts and explains what it stands for (COR J.4)

· Develops competence in the use of writing materials
	· Draws to express ideas 

· Uses letters and words 

· Demonstrates word usage in writing by including the use of descriptors ( to indicate 2-3 attributes) and describe actions/events using a variety of vocabulary. 
	· Writes first draft with necessary components to support specific topic 
	· Identifies a main idea and provides at least three supporting details
	· Uses interesting leads, and solid supporting and concluding sentence
	· Writes an extend constructed response that includes: 

· Title

· Introductory paragraph

· Body

· Concluding paragraph

· Documentation of 1-2 sources

· Writes a short constructed response that includes: 

· Title

· Topic sentence

· Supporting sentences

· Concluding sentence 

· Paraphrases facts into sentences 
	· Writes an extended constructed response that includes: 

· Title

· Introductory paragraph

· Body (multi-paragraph)

· Concluding paragraph

· Simple bibliography with 2-3 sources

· Writes a short constructed response that includes: 

· Title

· Topic sentence

· Supporting sentences

· Concluding sentence 

· Paraphrases facts into sentences 
	

	
	
	2. j Align voice with purpose
	2. j Align voice with purpose
	2. j Align voice with purpose

· to entertain

· to inform

to communicate with audience
	2. j Align voice with purpose

· to entertain

· to inform

to communicate with audience
	2. j Align voice with purpose

· to entertain

· to inform

to communicate with audience
	

	
	
	· to entertain

· to inform

· to communicate with audience
	· Purpose:

· to entertain

· to inform


	· Begins to use an individual, authentic voice in writing 
	· Continues to revise to ensure individuality and voice in narrative and expository writing 
	· Continues to revise drafts to ensure individuality and voice in narrative and expository writing 
	

	2.k Take part in conversations and group discussions by taking turns and sharing ideas
	2.k Take part in conversations and group discussions by taking turns and sharing ideas
	2.k Take part in conversations and group discussions by taking turns and sharing ideas
	2.k Demonstrate increasing clarity and confidence during oral communication
	2.k Prepare and deliver oral presentations incorporating appropriate resource material
	2. k Prepare and deliver oral presentations incorporating appropriate resource material
	2.k Incorporate source materials into writing and speaking

· interviews

· news articles

· encyclopedia information
	

	· Participates in conversations initiated by familiar and unfamiliar adults (COR E.1&2)

· Initiates and sustains an interaction with an adult (COR E.3)

· Initiates and sustains interaction with another child (COR F.2&3)

· Takes turns and shares ideas.  During play w/other children, child adds an idea that modifies the play (COR C.4)
	· Shares personal experiences with class 

· Speaks loudly enough to be heard by a group 

· Verbally interacts with others 

· Uses clarity of speech by producing momst sounds correctly with exception of a few developmental sounds (/s/,/l/,/r/) and some blends (/squ/ /spl/) 

· Be understood at least 85% of the time in conversational speech 
	· Produces all speech sounds correctly 

· Speaks with correct sentence structure 
	· Use clarity in speech 

· Produce all speech sounds and be understood 100% of the time in conversational speech 

· employ standard language usage and correct grammar in speaking 
	· Creates a final product from draft for a specific purpose (ex: oral presentation, display, publish, mail, send, read aloud, and perform) 

· Orally presents a final copy/published piece to an audience 
	· Create a final product from a draft for a specific purpose (ex: oral information, read aloud, perform) 

· Orally present a final copy/published piece to an audience of peers, teachers, and or community 

· Employ standard language usage and correct grammar in speaking 

· Speaks at an appropriate volume, with clarity, and at a rate that can be understood 
	· Gathers, organizes and accurately, clearly and sequentially reports information gained from source materials 
	

	
	2. l Adapt language for a variety of purposes and audiences 
	2. l Adapt language for a variety of purposes and audiences
	2.l Write and speak in a content area using the technical vocabulary on the subject
	2.l Write and speak in a content area using the technical vocabulary on the subject
	2.l Write and speak in content area using the technical vocabulary of the subject accurately 
	2.l Write and speak accurately using the technical vocabulary 
	

	
	· Uses appropriate language based on the audience (play language with friends vs. formal language with adults) 

· Recognize and demonstrate oral language is a form of communication 
	· Uses clarity in speech 
· Begin to identify criterion specific writing purposes (i.e. letter, e-mail, invitation, poetry)
	· Expand vocabulary in the content areas.
	· Uses specific vocabulary in writing and speaking related to content area 
	· Correctly use content area vocabulary in expository writing. 


	· Accurately uses technical vocabulary in writing across all content areas:
· science

· geography

· history

· math

· language arts
	

	2.m Respond to questions appropriately
	2.m Respond to questions appropriately
	2.m. Respond to questions appropriately
	
	
	
	
	

	· Answers a question with appropriate words

· Answers a question in a complete sentence

· Contributes to an ongoing conversation (COR Q.4)

· Sustains a dialogue by taking three or more conversational turns. (COR Q.5)
	· Verbally answers direct and indirect questions 

· Begins to speak in complete sentence 
	· Speaks with correct sentence structure 

· Answers direct and indirect questions about events and or texts 
	
	
	
	
	


COR= High Scope Child Observation Record  

BB= CDE Building Blocks to Standards Document  

CBLA= Colorado Basic Literacy Act

RWC= Reading Writing Continuum

CG= ACSD 14 1998/1999 Curriculum Guide


