	Unit: 1                                                                                                                                     Duration: August 15, 2011 through September 23, 2011

	Concept(s):
Past experiences impact present decisions in life. 

	Big Idea:
Every action has a positive or negative reaction.  





	Essential Questions:
  
How much does past experiences shape who you are today?

	Evidence Outcomes:
Writing standards 3-6
3.  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.




	Assessment:
During Unit Ideas: narrative SCR, slice of life, advice writing (response to a story), genealogy/family story

End of Unit:
Photo Essay with written description







	Essential Vocabulary:
Genre
Point of View
Sequencing (foreshadowing and flashback)
Imagery
Story Elements
Figurative Language (Metaphor, Simile, etc.) 
Dialogue
Subject
Predicate
Climax




	21st Century Skills


	Resources:
Exemplars of narrative SCR, slice of life, advice writing, photo essay, picture books to explain narrative, short stories, 
Poem:  “Soldier: A Poet’s Childhood” by June Jordan
Poem: ‘Child Ideogram” by Larry Lewis
Short Story: “Sucker” by Carson McOthers
Short Story: “Homework” 
Short Story: “Thank You Ma’am” by Langston Hughes
Slice of Life exemplar: USA Today articles (page 248 Study Driven by Katie Wood Ray)
Picture Books: The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein
Picture Books: Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day by Judith Viorst
Song: TBA




