8th Grade Language Arts
	Mode
	Genre; Purpose; Audience
	Instructional Focus
	Ongoing? Spiral? Once?
	Publishing
	Models
	DGP Focus (Apply in Writing)

	Unit 1
Descriptive Writing
Purpose: develop, communicate and reflect on an experience
	During Unit Ideas: narrative SCR, slice of life, advice writing (response to a story), genealogy/family story

End of Unit:
Photo Essay with written description

	Point of View
Sequencing (foreshadowing and flashback)
Imagery
Dialogue

	Spiral
	Yes
	Film Clips
Fiction or Non-Fiction Short Stories
	· Routines and norms
· Basic parts of speech
· Punctuation relevant to dialogue

	Units 1 or 2
(optional, could also be taught in Humanities)
Biographical Narrative
Purpose: demonstrates elements of a story
	During Unit Ideas: SCR, biographical sketch

End of Unit:
Biological Profile, Essay

	Voice
Dialogue




	One
	Yes
	Student exemplars
Professional autobiography
	· Demonstrate pronoun/antecedent agreement

· Verbals: Focus on participial phrases, (Grammatical Repetition)

· Add detail with a list of grade-level specific nouns, verbs, adjectives and preps
· Add detail to and punctuate dialogue


	Unit 2
Literary Analysis:
Purpose: synthesizing relevant literary elements to convey theme




	During Unit Ideas: Review, RAFT

End of Unit:
Essay



	Theme
Symbolism
Conflict
	Ongoing
	
Yes
	
Song or Poem
Mice and Men
Anthem
Mockingbird

	· Develop dependent clauses from a list of relative pronouns
· Add appositive phrasing to simple sentences

	Unit 3
Cause and Effect:
Purpose: demonstrates relationship accurately with proper organization


	During Unit Ideas: Picture Book
Time Line/Chain of Events

End of Unit:
Essay
Letter to request change of audience
	Relationship of Cause and Effect
Sequencing

	Spiral
	Yes
	Newspaper articles
Editorials
Professional essays
A Long Way Gone
	· Use semi-colons to combine dependent and independent clauses with a coordinating conjunction (see pg. 19)
· Add appositive phrasing to simple sentences

	Unit 4 (Pre-CSAP)
Compare/Contrast:
Purpose: rigorous and in-depth analysis of two topics

	During Unit Ideas:
Commentary
Editorial

End of Unit:
Inner Monologue
Essay

	Internal Conflict/External
Dialogue
Protagonist/Antagonist
Parallel Structure
	Spiral
	Yes
	A and P by John Updike
Sucker by Carson McCullers
	
· Develop dependent clauses for complex sentences using a list of grade-level specific  subordinate conjunctions

· Using stylistic punctuation (hyphens, ellipses)

· Use compound sentences when necessary

	Unit 5 (Pre-CSAP)
Persuasive
Purpose: to support a theme and address a counter claim effectively




	During Unit Ideas:
Advertisements using forms of propaganda, Commentary
Editorial

End of Unit:
Essay, Letter

	Logical reasoning
Accurate credible sources
Word Choice
Bias
Satire
	Spiral
	Yes
	Professional Commentary
Student advertisements
Real advertisements
Professional editorials
Media Editorials
	

· Citing evidence as direct quotes

· Develop sentences with gerund phrasing

	Unit 6
Literary Analysis:
Purpose: synthesizes relevant literary elements to compare and contrast separate texts

	During Unit Ideas: SCR, 

End of Unit:
Essay
	Mood
Tone
Style

	Spiral
	Yes
	Poetry 
Short Story
Mice and Men
Anthem
Mockingbird

	· Diagramming Sentences
· Frequent use of varied sentence structures
· Proficient use of descriptive adjectives and adverbs 
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