Mythology – Persuasive Unit 

Ideas/Thoughts
	
1. Why is this book in our bookroom? Mythology is taught at the sophomore level as a means to prepare students for allusions made in Junior and Senior level texts.  The text also provides models for the summative assessment in the unit.
2. How to we assess this work? Persuasive Essay
3. What writing do we connect to the work? How do we teach that? Edith Hamilton’s Mythology (Oedipus, Antigone) 
4. What’s a question that could drive this unit and reach our students? What would make it feel relevant for them? How and where do we see Greek myth alluded to in our culture today? How does our knowledge of recently studied Greek mythology aid us as readers in constructing meaning from texts we encounter everyday such as signs, articles, literature and advertising? 

Concepts

· Ethos
· Pathos
· Logos
· Response to Opposition 
· Call to Action

Essential Questions

How and where do we see Greek myth alluded to in our culture today? How does our knowledge of recently studied Greek mythology aid us as readers in constructing meaning from texts we encounter everyday such as signs, articles, literature and advertising? 

Current Issues
	
	Understanding of referrals to mythology

Final Product

Persuasive Essay: After studying Mythology for an entire semester, do you feel it is a necessary part of public education? Using specific evidence, defend your position. 

Formative Assessments

	Journals 
	Interview with Oedipus
	Tabloid Article  

Writing Skills

2.a. Write in a variety of genre including expository, technical, persuasive, narrative, and descriptive for specific purposes (for example, to synthesize, analyze, evaluate, explain, persuade, inform, and entertain).
2 b.(e). Organize writing using text structures (for example, cause and effect relationships and 
problem/solution).
2.c (i). Use vivid and precise words (for example, active verbs and concrete nouns), imagery, and figurative language as appropriate to audience and purpose.
2.d  Plan, draft, revise, and edit for a final copy.
2.e  Use format, voice, and style appropriate for audience and purpose
2.f. Vary sentence structure and length to enhance meaning and fluency.
3.c. Write in complete sentences(varying the types of sentences using appropriate patterns/transitions and punctuation)
3.d. Punctuate correctly, including apostrophes, commas, semi-colons, colons, and dashes
3.e. Capitalize, paragraph, and spell correctly


Reading Skills 

	1.c. Analyze main idea and supporting details in a variety of text and genre.
1.d. Infer by making connections within and among texts.
1.f. Locate and recall information
in different text structures (for example, cause and effect, problem/solution, compare/contrast).
4.d. Analyze a variety of text (for example, editorials, political cartoons, advertisements, and essays) in order to make predictions and draw conclusions.
4.e. Evaluate the quality of ideas in a text by applying criteria and supporting the conclusion.
5.a. Use organizational features of printed text (for example, prefaces, appendices, annotations, citations, and bibliographic references) to locate relevant information.
5.b. Use organizational features of electronic text (for example, database keyword searches, Internet search engines and e- mail addresses) to locate relevant information
5.c. Paraphrase, summarize, organize and synthesize information from a variety of sources.
Synthesizes and organizes information for a final written/spoken product
5.d. Evaluate information for specific needs, validity, credibility, and bias.
5.e. Give credit for others' ideas, images, or information in an appropriate form.
6.a. Read and respond to classic and contemporary novels, poetry, plays, short stories, non-fiction, essays and speeches, from a variety of cultures and historical periods that are familiar and unfamiliar.
6.c. Read a given text, identify the theme, and provide support from the text.
6.e Develop and support a thesis about the craft and significance of particular works of literature.
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