
Mythology- Hero Unit 

Ideas/Thoughts

1. Why is the book in our book room? Mythology is taught at the sophomore level as a means to prepare students for allusions made in Junior and Senior level texts.  The text also provides models for the summative assessment in the unit.
2. What reading standards to we teach via this text?
1.c. Analyze main idea and supporting details in a variety of text and genre.
1.d. Infer by making connections within and among texts.
1e. . Sequence events, procedures and ideas.
1g (f). Determine meanings of words, including those with multiple meanings, by using context clues (for example, synonyms, comparisons) and structural clues (for example, roots, suffixes, prefixes).
4.a. Identify author's viewpoint, purpose, and historical/cultural context from information presented in the text.
5.c. Paraphrase, summarize, organize and synthesize information from a variety of sources. 
5.e. Give credit for others' ideas, images, or information in an appropriate form.
6.a. Read and respond to classic and contemporary novels, poetry, plays, short stories, non-fiction, essays and speeches, from a variety of cultures and historical periods that are familiar and unfamiliar.
6.b. Apply literary terminology and knowledge of literary techniques (including, but not limited to, rising action, style, mood, setting, protagonist, antagonist, point of view, foreshadowing, personification, or flashback)
6.c. Read a given text, identify the theme, and provide support from the text.
6.e Develop and support a thesis about the craft and significance of particular works of literature
3. How do we assess work? Quest Story 
4. What writing do we connect to the work? How do we teach that? Edith Hamilton’s Mythology (Heroes – Perseus, Theseus, Hercules, Atalanta) 
5. What’s a question that could drive this unit and reach our students? What would make it relevant for them? As mythological heroes evolved from the obstacles they faced, how do the obstacles in our lives help us evolve into productive/unproductive members of society? How can we reconcile individual responsibility with responsibility to society?

Concepts

· Hero’s Journey  - Introduction to Hero, Catalyst, Obstacle, Supernatural Aide,
· Tragic flaw
· Mortality
· Fate
· Dangers of Arrogance
· Rewards for Good deeds
· Punishment for Bad deeds

	

Essential Questions

 As mythological heroes evolved from the obstacles they faced, how do the obstacles in our lives help us evolve into productive/unproductive members of society? How can we reconcile individual responsibility with responsibility to society?

Current Issues

· Joseph Cambell
· Harry Potter
· Star Wars
· The Lightning Thief 

		
Final Product

· Narrative: Quest Story. Create a hero that embarks on a journey in an essay. 


Formative Assessments

· Picture Books 
· Character Monologue
· Newspaper or Magazine Feature about an Everyday hero or Classical Hero 
· Journal Entries: What is a hero? Who is your hero?
· Summaries of Mythology 
· Predictions Paragraphs 

Writing Skills 

2.a. Write in a variety of genre including expository, persuasive, narrative, and descriptive for specific purposes (for example, to synthesize, analyze, evaluate, explain, persuade, inform, and entertain).
2.c (i). Use vivid and precise words (for example, active verbs and concrete nouns), imagery, and figurative language as appropriate to audience and purpose.
2.f (h). Vary sentence structures and lengths to enhance flow, rhythm, meaning, and clarity.
2.g  Develop main ideas and content fully focused on a prompt with relevant, thorough, and effective support
3.b. Use standard English usage in writing, including subject/verb agreement, agreement of pronoun and its antecedent, parallel structure, and correct modifiers.
3.c. Write in complete sentences(varying the types of sentences using appropriate patterns/transitions and punctuation)
3.d. Punctuate correctly, including apostrophes, commas, semi-colons, colons, and dashes.
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