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IB North America Adapted MYP UNIT PLANNER 

	unit planning in the MYP THROUGH INQUIRY

	Unit title (one that engages student inquiry):  How Can We Best Communicate in the World in Which We Live? (7th Grade Reading Unit 4)

	Teacher(s)

Alexis Nilon and Katie Jones
	Subject and Grade level

Reading Grade 7
	Time frame and duration

26 Days (1/14/09 to 2/22/09)

	Brainstorming significant content And/Or SKILLS: 

· Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words.

· Read, respond, organize and discuss fiction and non-fiction by determining the author’s point of view.

· Use literary terms and techniques to predict, draw conclusions and analyze text.

Finding the Big Idea: Refine content to identify the most significant big idea in a sound byte.
As we glimpse life through the lens of the writer we discover new ways to explore and interpret our lives and the lives of others.
Approaches to learning:  This AoI will always be a consideration in every unit plan.
Identify unit ATL skills: 
communication, reflection, collaborative skills, compare/contrast, make predictions, draw conclusions
How will we use these identified ATL skills to facilitate vertical articulation? 
TBD by Area of Interaction Leaders
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	Unit Question: How do people use their creative abilities and talents to explore and interpret our lives and the lives of others?


	FROM ASSESSMENT TO TEACHING AND learning activities through inquiry


	Assessment Reflections
· Summative assessment: District Unit 4 Assessment on February 12, 2009
· Pre-Assessment: Literary terminology and literary techniques

· Performance assessments: short constructed responses; Non-linguistic representation of knowledge

· What exemplars will students see so that they understand what is required? Activities will be modelled with texts before students complete them independently.

· What will allow students the opportunity to answer the unit question using what they have learned? Students will demonstrate their knowledge through Standards 5.c and 6.d.

· What considerations have you given the nature of the assessment (e.g. given in class, take-home, time allowed for completion)? The majority of assessments are formative and follow the curriculum requirements and will be completed in class.

· At what level of Bloom’s Taxonomy does this task ask the student to engage? The majority of the tasks are high level. Students will be applying and analyzing a variety of texts.

· Where in the assessment task(s) are students invited to achieve at all levels of the descriptors? Students are invited to achieve on all levels throughout the tasks.
	Which MYP objectives will be addressed during this unit? (from MYP subject guide)

Compare texts and connect themes to show similarities and/or differences across genres

Use and understand appropriate and varied range of vocabulary and idioms

Distinguish the main ideas in a text from the secondary idea 

Express an informed personal response to literary and non-literary texts and demonstrate the ability to approach works independently

Understand connotations within a language in order to interpret the author’s or speaker’s intentions
	What MYP task will be most appropriate?

Short constructed responses

Non-linguistic representation of knowledge
	What (if any) state, provincial, district, or local standards/skills are to be addressed?

1.b. Summarize text read (for example, newspaper and magazine articles, technical writing, stories, and poetry).

1.e. Infer by making connections between separated sections of a text.

1.f. Find support in the text for main ideas.

1.g. Use word recognition skills (for example, roots, prefixes, and suffixes) to  comprehend text.

1.i. Use context clues to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words.

4.a. Recognize an author's or speaker's point of view and purpose.

4.c. Distinguish between fact and opinion.

4.d. Make predictions, draw conclusions, and analyze what they read, hear, and view.

5.a. Use organizational features of printed text (for example, chapter preview and summaries, prefaces, annotations, bold face print, or appendices) to locate information.

5.c. Paraphrase, summarize, organize, and synthesize information about a topic in a variety of ways (for example, graphic organizer, Venn diagram, outline, or time line).

6.a. Read, respond to, and discuss a variety of novels, poetry, short stories, non-fiction, and plays.

*6.b. Use literary terminology accurately (for example, setting, character, conflict, plot resolution, dialect, and point of view).

*6.c. Apply knowledge of literary techniques (for example, foreshadowing, metaphor, simile, personification, onomatopoeia, alliteration, and flashback) to understand text.

6.d. Read, respond to, and discuss literature that represents points of view from places, people, and events that are familiar and unfamiliar.

	
	
	Which MYP assessment criteria will be used?

Criterion A (Content)
Criterion B (Organization)

Criterion C (Style and language usage)
	


	Planning Daily Lesson Activities that Incorporate the MYP:
(AOIs, LP, rigor, holistic learning, communication, internationalism, etc)

	Day 1
	Day 2
	Day 3
	Day 4
	Day 5

	Essential Targets:

· (1.i) Identifies meanings of unfamiliar words in poetry, fiction, and non-fiction using context skills: words or phrases built into the sentence around a difficult word.

· (1.g) Integrates sources of information (context clues, knowledge of prefixes, suffixes, root and base words) to decode unfamiliar words, self-monitor, and self-correct for word-reading accuracy
· (1.g) Uses word recognition skills and strategies with fluency, accuracy, and automaticity when decoding unfamiliar words 

· (6.d) Reads and responds in written and oral form to literature that represents familiar and unfamiliar perspectives from people, places and events

· Novels

· Short stories

· Poetry

· Plays

· Non-fiction

· (6.d) Develops and supports one’s interpretation of a literary work with examples from the text
· (5.c) Paraphrases and summarizes information about a topic using: 

· graphic organizers 

· outlines

· time lines 

· highlighting

· note taking 

From references, technical sources and media.

· (5.c) Synthesizes and organizes information for a final written/spoken product
· (6.a) Reads, responds to, and discusses a variety of novels, poetry, short stories, non-fiction, and plays.
· (6.a) Makes connections:

· text to text

· text to self

· text to world

NOTE: The above targets will be imbedded within each day’s lessons.
	Essential Targets:
· (1.i) Identifies meanings of unfamiliar words in poetry, fiction, and non-fiction using context skills: words or phrases built into the sentence around a difficult word.


	Essential Targets:
· (1.g) Integrates sources of information (context clues, knowledge of prefixes, suffixes, root and base words) to decode unfamiliar words, self-monitor, and self-correct for word-reading accuracy
· (1.g) Uses word recognition skills and strategies with fluency, accuracy, and automaticity when decoding unfamiliar words 


	Essential Targets:
· (1.b) Identifies, summarizes and synthesizes the main idea and supporting details from non-fiction works: newspaper and magazine articles, technical writing, textbooks, biographies, speeches 

· (1.b) Identifies and synthesizes relevant story elements including character, setting, plot, and theme in fiction and synthesizes them into a summary 
· (6.b) Apply the following terminology when analyzing text

· Character

· Setting

· Conflict

· Plot resolution

· Dialect

· Point of view

· mood

· tone

· theme

· symbolism

· rhyme scheme

· rhythm 

· alliteration 

· onomatopoeia 

· metaphor 

· simile 

· personification

· hyperbole 

· (6.d) Reads and responds in written and oral form to literature that represents familiar and unfamiliar perspectives from people, places and events

· Novels

· Short stories

· Poetry

· Plays

· Non-fiction

· (6.d) Develops and supports one’s interpretation of a literary work with examples from the text
	Essential Targets:
(Same as Day 4)

	Lesson Activities:
 Pre-Assessment
· How do students find the meaning of unfamiliar words?

· How do students find meaning from print (fiction, nonfiction, and poetry)?
Students will read an unfamiliar passage and mark their thinking as they read about how they’re creating meaning (for example:  ? if they have a question, Aha! Next to what they completely understand, etc)
	Lesson Activities:
Teach the seven types of context clues and their signal words and punctuation cues.  For more information on this:  Google Context Clues
Students will continue through Unit 4 on a graphic organizer of unknown words they encounter and how they apply context clues to determine meaning.

· Comparisons

· Contrasts/Antonyms

· Examples

· Definitions/Explanations

· Restatements/Synonyms

· General Context
Students can create a graphic organizer that will be used for the duration of this unit.  Included on it will be a space for ‘unknown words’ and a space for meaning (that they figured out from context clues)
	Lesson Activities:
Review context clues and discuss base words, prefixes and suffixes.
Students will use index cards to identify meaning of unknown words based upon the word’s root, prefix, and/or suffix.
Commonly used prefixes can be found through a Google search.
Some prefixes that should definitely be included (but this is NOT a comprehensive list) are:  pre, dis, un, ante, auto, ab, chron, con 
Students can put one prefix or suffix on each index card and the meaning of each on the back of the card
	Lesson Activities:
Look for similarities and differences in a variety of texts, emphasizing which texts use different terminologies (6.b)
Students will explore a wide variety of texts in cooperative groups.

Support the terminology examples with evidence from the text.

· Character

· Setting

· Conflict

· Plot Resolution

· Dialect

· Point of View

· Mood

· Tone

· Theme

· Symbolism

· Rhyme Scheme

· Rhythm

· Alliteration

· Onomatopoeia

· Metaphor

· Simile

· Personification

· Hyperbole
Examples of text that this could be done with are:  Cool Salsa, various stories from Read XL, Gary Soto and Gary Paulson stories
	Lesson Activities:
Continue previous lesson focusing on highlighting terminology in a short text.


	Planning Daily Lesson Activities that Incorporate the MYP:

(AOIs, LP, rigor, holistic learning, communication, internationalism, etc)

	Day 6
	Day 7
	Day 8
	Day 9
	Day 10

	Essential Targets:

(Same as Day 4)
	Essential Targets:

(Same as Day 4)
	Essential Targets:
· (1.f) Chooses appropriate details to support the main idea/theme of poetry, non-fiction and fiction

	Essential Targets:

· (4.d) Makes predictions, draws conclusions, infers information not directly stated, and analyzes fiction and non-fiction

· (4.d) Adjusts predictions, conclusions and analysis, based on new information
	Essential Targets:

· (4.a) Determines author’s purpose (entertain, persuade, inform) in increasingly complex poetry, fiction and non-fiction material

· (4.a) Determines author’s point of view in increasingly complex poetry, fiction and non-fiction material

· P.O.V.= author’s perspective on the subject

· P.O.V.= the way a story is told (1st person, 3rd person)

· (4.a) Continues to explore the possibility of author’s bias
· (4.c) Distinguishes between fact and opinion 

· (4.c) Defends opinion with facts and details in texts.

	Lesson Activities:

Direct teach terminology not yet mastered.   Students will support terminology with evidence from the text.
The teacher could model supporting unfamiliar terminology with evidence from the text, students could fill in their  graphic organizers with this unfamiliar terminology and use evidence from the text as context clues.
	Lesson Activities:

Continue to direct teach terminology not yet mastered and students will continue to support terminology with evidence from the text.
	Lesson Activities:

In a given text students will highlight the main idea in one color and the details that support the main idea in another color.
Text examples could include:
CSAP Prep Book passages with response questions
	Lesson Activities:

With a given text students will make predictions, adjust predictions, draw conclusions, and make inferences which will be evident through timelines or note taking.
This lesson could start by having students examine a book cover and make predictions, then read the back cover and adjust their predictions, then read about the author and adjust again, etc.
	Lesson Activities:

Students will read and determine author’s purpose (persuade, inform, or entertain) in three different texts with a common topic. (Possibly an international issue like poverty, human rights, or religion.)
Some possible options around the documentaries “Sierra Leone Refugee All-Stars” and “Five Sides of a Coin”, Aespo’s Fables
Using Cornell two column notes, students will identify what is fact and what is opinion conveyed by the author using evidence from the text.


	Planning Daily Lesson Activities that Incorporate the MYP:

(AOIs, LP, rigor, holistic learning, communication, internationalism, etc)

	Day 11
	Day 12
	Day 13
	Day 14
	Day 15

	Essential Targets:

· (6.c) Identifies and explains the use of literary techniques in fiction and poetry:

· symbolism

· dialect

· dialogue

· Figurative language (similes, metaphors, personification, onomatopoeia, alliteration, hyperboles)

· Flashback

· Foreshadowing

· Idioms

· mood

· tone

· theme

· rhyme scheme

· rhythm
	Essential Targets:

(Same as Day 11)
	Essential Targets:

(Same as Day 11)
	Essential Targets:

· (5.a) Uses independently the following parts of a book and text features to locate information:
· Table of contents

· Index

· Glossary

· Headings/sub-headings

· Titles/subtitles

· Captions

· chapter preview

· summaries

· prefaces

· annotations

· changes in print (italics, bold faced print, underlined, all caps etc.)

· appendices
	Essential Targets:

(Same as Day 14)

	Lesson Activities:

Using Cornell notes students will define the techniques and write an example of each.
	Lesson Activities:

Apply the techniques in poetry and fiction.
Some possible poets to explore are: Gary Soto, Pablo Neruda, Alice Walker
Other possible resources include:

Song lyrics.  Possible artists are:

Frank Sinatra, Bob Marley, John Lennon, Tupac
	Lesson Activities:

Continue to apply techniques in poetry and fiction.  Formative Assessment:  Students will write a short, constructed response on how they find meaning in poetry and fiction and how literary techniques and terminology support their quest for meaning.
	Lesson Activities:

Exploring different non-fiction texts (for example:  newspapers, magazines, encyclopaedias, atlases, almanacs, dictionaries, and thesauruses, students will define text features.
	Lesson Activities:

Exploring different texts students will continue to define text features.


	Planning Daily Lesson Activities that Incorporate the MYP:

(AOIs, LP, rigor, holistic learning, communication, internationalism, etc)

	Day 16
	Day 17
	Day 18
	Day 19
	Day 20

	Essential Targets:

(Same as Day 14)
	Essential Targets:

(Same as Day 14)
	Essential Targets:

ALL TARGETS
	Essential Targets:

ALL TARGETS
	Essential Targets:

ALL TARGETS

	Lesson Activities:

Exploring different texts (for example:  through a non-fiction text scavenger hunt where small groups of students are assigned different text features to look for students will identify their parts and features.
	Lesson Activities:

Gallery walk displaying different texts and their features.
	Lesson Activities:

Based on acquired knowledge students will compare, using a Venn Diagram, similarities and differences in a wide variety of texts. This may be completed in a linguistic or non-linguistic way.
	Lesson Activities:

Possible Review Activity:

4-Corner Debates
Categories may include:

Context Clues

Prefixes/Suffixes

Literary Techniques

Non-Fiction Text Features

Elements of a Story
	Lesson Activities:

District Unit 4 Assessment


	Planning Daily Lesson Activities that Incorporate the MYP:

(AOIs, LP, rigor, holistic learning, communication, internationalism, etc)

	Day 21
	Day 22
	Day 23
	Day 24
	Day 25

	Essential Targets:

ALL TARGETS
	Essential Targets:

Still working on extension activities…

	Essential Targets:

Still working on extension activities…

	Essential Targets:

Still working on extension activities…

	Essential Targets:

Still working on extension activities…


	Lesson Activities:

District Unit 4 Assessment
	Lesson Activities:

Still working on extension activities…
Possible Extension Activity:

Explore several different Websites and have students identify the text features that help their organization (or lack thereof—how could it be better organized?), cover this in Humanities

	Lesson Activities:

Still working on extension activities…

	Lesson Activities:

Still working on extension activities…

	Lesson Activities:

Still working on extension activities…



	Planning Daily Lesson Activities that Incorporate the MYP:

(AOIs, LP, rigor, holistic learning, communication, internationalism, etc)

	Day 26
	Day 27
	Day 28
	Day 29
	Day 30

	Essential Targets:

Still working on extension activities…

	Essential Targets:


	Essential Targets:


	Essential Targets:


	Essential Targets:



	Lesson Activities:

Still working on extension activities…

	Lesson Activities:


	Lesson Activities:


	Lesson Activities:


	Lesson Activities:




	Learning Experiences and Teaching Strategies

· How will I incorporate international mindedness throughout the unit?

· How will students learn the knowledge and practice the skills required?

· How will we use formative assessment to give students feedback during the unit?

· What different teaching methodologies will we employ? How are we differentiating teaching and learning for all?


	

	Resources

· What resources do I need to teach this unit in terms of:

· Differentiation

· Equipment

· Materials


	


	Ongoing reflections and evaluation

	Students and Teachers

· What did we find compelling?

· What learner-initiated inquiries arose during the learning?

· From the evidence, what understandings may have been constructed?

· How did we deepen our understanding of the AoI?

· What opportunities exist for reflection – both on the unit and on our own learning?

· What, if any, extension activities arose?
	· The students had a profound reaction to the documentary “Sierra Leone Refugee All-Stars” and its relationship to the essential question. As we read works that demonstrated the essential question, having given them the opportunity to visually experience the concept seemed to provide a strong foundation for further literary exploration of the essential question.
· The students had many valid questions and reactions to reading and seeing other cultures demonstrating their talents and abilities. They showed great empathy and curiosity for the circumstances of other groups and societies.

· The students’ reactions to poetry was compelling. They are often intimidated and frustrated by poetry, but with the foundation of Cornell Notes on literary devices and found poems, they seemed to gain confidence and access to the text.

	Collaboration

· How successful was the collaboration with other teachers within my subject group and/or from other subject groups?

· What interdisciplinary, if any, understandings were forged with other units?
	· We feel that we successfully delegated GLET’s, standards and responsibilities to the Humanities teachers. Language Arts 

	Assessment

· In what ways did the assessment task allow students to achieve at the highest descriptors?

· How are the skills that were taught articulating to the next level?
	

	Data collection

· What data am I collecting?

· For what purpose will the data be used?
	











Significant Concept(s)


As we glimpse life through the lens of the writer we discover new ways to explore and interpret our lives and the lives of others.











Area of Interaction Focus


Homo Faber
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