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IB North America Adapted MYP UNIT PLANNER 

	unit planning in the MYP THROUGH INQUIRY

	Unit title (one that engages student inquiry): Title??? (7th Grade Writing Unit 4)

	Teacher(s)

Nicole Stokke, ??? (I can’t remember who else…)
	Subject and Grade level

7th Grade Communications/Writing
	Time frame and duration

1/14/08 – 2/22/08: 26 Days (13 Blocks)


	Brainstorming significant content And/Or SKILLS: 

· Develop plotline, conflict, climax, and conclusion

· Use sensory details, dialogue, voice, and figurative language

· Use vivid verbs supported with appropriate adjectives

· Use various types of sentences: simple, complex, and compound
Finding the Big Idea: Refine content to identify the most significant big idea in a sound byte.
As we glimpse life through the lens of the writer, we discover new ways to explore and interpret our lives and the lives of others.

Approaches to learning:  This AoI will always be a consideration in every unit plan.

Identify unit ATL skills:
Listen carefully to others, present ideas clearly and coherently, in writing and through public speaking,  use language accurately to express ideas, use writing, drafting and note taking as a means for generating ideas
How will we use these identified ATL skills to facilitate vertical articulation? 
TBD by Area of Interaction Leaders
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	Unit Question: How can I use writing to communicate my life experiences as a bridge to connect to others?


	FROM ASSESSMENT TO TEACHING AND learning activities through inquiry


	Assessment Reflections
· What exemplars will students see so that they understand what is required?

· What will allow students the opportunity to answer the unit question using what they have learned?

· What considerations have you given the nature of the assessment (e.g. given in class, take-home, time allowed for completion)?

·  At what level of Bloom’s Taxonomy does this task ask the student to engage? 

· Where in the assessment task(s) are students invited to achieve at all levels of the descriptors?   


	Which MYP objectives will be addressed during this unit? (from MYP subject guide) 

Listen carefully to others, present ideas clearly and coherently, in writing and through public speaking,  use language accurately to express ideas, use writing, drafting and note taking as a means for generating ideas
	What MYP task will be most appropriate?

Expository writing, Narrative writing and letter writing.

	What state, provincial, district, or local standards/skills are to be addressed?

2.a. Write in a variety of modes such as narrative, expository or descriptive for various audiences and purposes (for example, to entertain, to inform or to persuade).

2.b. Develop ideas and content with significant details, examples, and/or reasons.

2.c. Organize ideas so that there is an inviting introduction, logical arrangement of ideas, and a satisfying conclusion.

2.d. Use transitions to link ideas.

2.f. Use a variety of sentence structures with varied length.

2.h. Choose a range of words that are precise and vivid.

3.a. Identify parts of speech, such as nouns, pronouns, verbs, and adjectives.

3.b. Use standard English usage in writing, including subject/verb agreement, pronoun referents, modifiers, homonyms, and homophones.

3.c. Write in complete sentences.

3.d. Use paragraphs correctly so that each paragraph is differentiated by indenting or blocking and includes one major but focused idea.

3.e. Use conventional spelling in published work.

3. f. Punctuate sentences correctly (for example apostrophes, quotation marks, end marks and commas).
3.g Present written work in legible format

	
	
	Which MYP assessment criteria will be used?

Criterion A, B and C
	


	Planning Daily Lesson Activities that Incorporate the MYP:

(AOIs, LP, rigor, holistic learning, communication, internationalism, etc)

	Day 1
	Day 2
	Day 3
	Day 4
	Day 5

	Essential Targets:

· (2.a) Writes single and multiple paragraphs that demonstrate: compare/contrast, cause/effect, problem/solution, process, informative, explanatory

· (2.c) Develops single and multi-paragraph pieces of writing from organizers to convey clear message and stay on topic

· (2.c) Uses strategies to plan writing:

· graphic organizers

· outlines
· (3.a) Identifies parts of speech in a sentence: 

· noun

· verb 

· pronouns

· adjectives

· adverbs  

· prepositions and prepositional phrases

· conjunctions (coordinating and subordinating)

· interjections
	Essential Targets:


	Essential Targets:

· (3.b)Identifies and uses in writing: 

· Correct subject/verb agreement 

· Nouns (singular, plural, possessives)

· Verbs and verb tenses (including irregulars)

· Pronouns (subjective/objective case)

· Adjectives (comparative and superlative)

· Adverbs

· Homonyms

· Homophones

· (3.b)Identifies simple subject/verb of a sentence

· (3.b)Identifies active and passive voice
· (3.c) Writes complete sentences varying the types: simple, compound, complex, and compound/complex and uses appropriately punctuated dependent clauses

· (2.f) Writes in complete sentences varying the types such as compound and complex, and uses appropriately punctuated dependent clauses (subordinating, appositives and relative clauses)

· (2.f) Varies the beginning of sentences
	Essential Targets:


	Essential Targets:

· (2.a) Writes single and multiple paragraphs that demonstrate: compare/contrast, cause/effect, problem/solution, process, informative, explanatory

· (2.a) Cites sources of information as appropriate

· (2.d) Independently embeds age-appropriate transitions into a purposeful sentence beginning as a way to connect thoughts and ideas  

· Words that show time (meanwhile, afterward)

· Words that compare two thing (similarly, likewise)

· Words that contrast (on the other hand, otherwise)

· Words that emphasize a point (especially, for this reason)

· Words that conclude or summarize (therefore, as a result)

· Words that add information or clarify (moreover, for instance additionally)

· (3.f) Uses complex punctuation (e.g., commas, colons, semicolons, quotation marks, hyphens, end marks) with greater precision

· (3.f) Uses apostrophes in contractions and possessives

	Lesson Activities:

Identifying Parts of Speech warm-up CSAP driven (DOL) 

Use expository exemplars to determine types and focus on problem/solution

Explore problem/solution writing, introduce graphic organizer

Introduce prompt about social injustices world wide and classroom newspaper

Web search of people who experienced social injustices or causes of social injustices (Native Americans, Spanish)

Students will brainstorm/pre-write problems with social injustices

Students will use the graphic organizer to draft their ideas and to help stay on topic  
	Lesson Activities:


	Lesson Activities:

DOL involving Identifying and Using s/v agreement, nouns, verbs and tenses, pronouns, adjectives, adverbs, homonyms and homophones.

Diagramming simple, complex and compound sentences from teacher draft.

Social Injustice project continued with focus on sentence variety from mini lesson


	Lesson Activities:


	Lesson Activities:

DOL using complex punctuation (colons, semicolons, hyphens, and apostrophes)

Mini lesson citing sources for Social Injustice project

Mini lesson modelling the appropriate transition words used in expository writing then students revise their working drafts to improve/include transitions.


	Planning Daily Lesson Activities that Incorporate the MYP:

(AOIs, LP, rigor, holistic learning, communication, internationalism, etc)

	Day 6
	Day 7
	Day 8
	Day 9
	Day 10

	Essential Targets:

(Holiday!)
	Essential Targets:


	Essential Targets:

· (2.a) Writes to support an idea, clarify a point, or influence an audience

· (2.a) Validates arguments and conclusions with organized and relevant evidence

· (2.a) Cites sources of information as appropriate

· (2.c) Develops single and multi-paragraph pieces of writing from organizers to convey clear message and stay on topic

· (2.c) Writes an introduction that addresses the prompts and engages the reader

· (2.c) Elaborates supporting details

· (2.c) Concludes writing with a recognizable conclusion that is related to the introduction

· (2.c) Interprets multiple prompts
	Essential Targets:


	Essential Targets:

· (2.a) Anticipates and addresses reader concerns and counter-arguments

· (2.a)Identifies and uses correct business letter format

· (3.c) Corrects run-ons and fragments

· (3.c) Identifies and writes phrases/clauses with correct punctuation

	Lesson Activities:

 
	Lesson Activities:


	Lesson Activities:

DOL (containing complex punctuation)

Provide students with three prompts to choose from.  Students will respond in a short constructed response where they support an idea, clarify a point or influence an audience.  The prompts will include cited information that students will refer to while responding to the prompt.

 Students will respond to a peer’s response by identify the main idea of the response, clarify the point or evaluating how you were influenced by the author’s point of view, 
	Lesson Activities:


	Lesson Activities:

DOL (run-ons and fragments)

Mini lesson on phrases and clauses using correct punctuation and then have students review the social injustice piece

Introduce and revisit letter writing

Small skills groups will write letters anticipating and addressing concerns and counter arguments to prompts from previous day.


	Planning Daily Lesson Activities that Incorporate the MYP:

(AOIs, LP, rigor, holistic learning, communication, internationalism, etc)

	Day 11
	Day 12
	Day 13
	Day 14
	Day 15

	Essential Targets:

(No School!)
	Essential Targets:


	Essential Targets:

· (2.a) Writes business letters for the following purposes: opinions, complaints, requests, or compliments

· (2.h) Uses extensive vocabulary, including some abstract and specialized content-area words

· (3.b) Identifies misplaced modifiers

· (3.f) Uses complex punctuation (e.g., commas, colons, semicolons, quotation marks, hyphens, end marks) with greater precision

· (3.f) Capitalizes titles, proper nouns, proper adjectives, first word of a sentence and direct quotations
	Essential Targets:


	Essential Targets:

· (2.a) Advance a judgment about a text that includes a well-defined thesis

· (2.a) Anticipates and answers discussion questions pertaining to a given passage or text

· (2.a) Responds to significant issues and themes from the text

· (2.a) Writes summaries that include main ideas/supporting details or descriptions of characters, plot, conflict, and conclusion

· (2.a) Describes the reader’s personal interpretations of literature and supports judgments with references to text 

	Lesson Activities:

 
	Lesson Activities:


	Lesson Activities:

DOL (commas in a series, compound sentences, dates, city/states, etc.)

Mini lesson on misplaced modifiers

Continue small skills letter writing focusing on using extensive vocabulary.  
	Lesson Activities:


	Lesson Activities:

DOL (capitalizing titles, nouns, first words of sentences, etc)

Students will write a summary from a short reading involving social injustice.  Students will include analyzing the main idea and supporting details in their responses.  

Students will assess peer responses using the district assessment


	Planning Daily Lesson Activities that Incorporate the MYP:

(AOIs, LP, rigor, holistic learning, communication, internationalism, etc)

	Day 16
	Day 17
	Day 18
	Day 19
	Day 20

	Essential Targets:


	Essential Targets:

· (2.a) Develops personal and creative narratives with standard plot line, beginning conflict, rising action, climax, conclusion

· (2.a) Uses sensory details, concrete language, dialogue, voice and figurative language as narrative devices
· (2.a) Uses a variety of vivid verbs and adverbs that express specific actions, movements and gestures

· (2.h) Uses vivid verbs, supported with appropriate adverbs 

· (2.h)Uses figurative language and memorable phrasing
· (2.h)Uses specific nouns supported with appropriate adjectives

· (2.a) Describes the concrete and abstract qualities of a person, place or thing using sensory details, precise adjectives, and figurative language 
	Essential Targets:


	Essential Targets:

· (2.h) Use colloquial language when appropriate

· (3.e) Identifies and uses conventional spelling

· (3.e) Uses resources (e.g., spell checkers, dictionaries, charts) to monitor spelling and accuracy   

· (3.e) Correctly uses commonly confused words such as homophones and homonyms

· (3.e) Applies knowledge of prefixes, roots and suffixes as an aid to correct spelling

· (3.f) Punctuates titles appropriately 

· Underlining/Italics
· Quotations

· (3.f) Italics to emphasize word or idea
	Essential Targets:



	Lesson Activities:

 
	Lesson Activities:

DOL (complex punctuation)

Show exemplar of narrative writing; emphasize vivid verbs, sensory details, dialogue, etc.

Students will assume a role from a social injustice they have learned about throughout the unit.  Pre-write using a 5-square graphic organizer

Students will write from the perspective of a person who is directly involved in the social injustice. 
	Lesson Activities:


	Lesson Activities:

DOL (spelling, complex                  punctuation)

Students revise and edit narrative essay 

Students will computer generate their narrative stories
	Lesson Activities:




	Planning Daily Lesson Activities that Incorporate the MYP:

(AOIs, LP, rigor, holistic learning, communication, internationalism, etc)

	Day 21
	Day 22
	Day 23
	Day 24
	Day 25

	Essential Targets:

(Holiday!)
	Essential Targets:


	Essential Targets:

2 more weeks in unit…
	Essential Targets:


	Essential Targets:



	Lesson Activities:

 
	Lesson Activities:


	Lesson Activities:


	Lesson Activities:


	Lesson Activities:




	Planning Daily Lesson Activities that Incorporate the MYP:

(AOIs, LP, rigor, holistic learning, communication, internationalism, etc)

	Day 26
	Day 27
	Day 28
	Day 29
	Day 30

	Essential Targets:


	Essential Targets:


	Essential Targets:


	Essential Targets:


	Essential Targets:



	Lesson Activities:

 
	Lesson Activities:


	Lesson Activities:


	Lesson Activities:


	Lesson Activities:




	Learning Experiences and Teaching Strategies

· How will I incorporate international mindedness throughout the unit?

· How will students learn the knowledge and practice the skills required?

· How will we use formative assessment to give students feedback during the unit?

· What different teaching methodologies will we employ? How are we differentiating teaching and learning for all?


	

	Resources

· What resources do I need to teach this unit in terms of:

· Differentiation

· Equipment

· Materials


	


	Ongoing reflections and evaluation

	Students and Teachers

· What did we find compelling?

· What learner-initiated inquiries arose during the learning?

· From the evidence, what understandings may have been constructed?

· How did we deepen our understanding of the AoI?

· What opportunities exist for reflection – both on the unit and on our own learning?

· What, if any, extension activities arose?
	

	Collaboration

· How successful was the collaboration with other teachers within my subject group and/or from other subject groups?

· What interdisciplinary, if any, understandings were forged with other units?
	

	Assessment

· In what ways did the assessment task allow students to achieve at the highest descriptors?

· How are the skills that were taught articulating to the next level?
	

	Data collection

· What data am I collecting?

· For what purpose will the data be used?
	











Significant Concept(s)


As we glimpse life through the lens of the writer, we discover new ways to explore and interpret our lives and the lives of others.





Area of Interaction Focus


Health and Social Education
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