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IB North America Adapted MYP UNIT PLANNER 

	unit planning in the MYP THROUGH INQUIRY

	Unit title (one that engages student inquiry):   How do your life experiences shape who you are and who you will become?

	Teacher(s)

Andrea Eisenbaum, Liz Springer, Marilyn Teto, Shayna Philipson
	Subject and Grade level

8th Grade Writing
	Time frame and duration

17 days This is incorrect…please fix!!

	Brainstorming significant content And/Or SKILLS: 

2.a. Write in a variety of genres such as editorials, personal narratives, essays, stories, and letters for specific  purposes (for example, to analyze, to evaluate, to entertain, to persuade, to inform, or to explain).
2.b. Organize writing so that it has an inviting introduction, a logical progression of ideas, and a purposeful conclusion.

2.c. Use vivid and precise language appropriate to audience and purpose.
3.c. Write in complete sentences

3.d. Use conventions correctly (for example, all capitalization; apostrophes in contractions; quotation marks;  Underlining/italics; commas in a series, dates, addresses, direct address, letters; introductory words/phrases in dialogue and in complex and compound sentences).
3.e. Use conventional spelling.

Finding the Big Idea: Refine content to identify the most significant big idea in a sound byte.
Life is experienced through moments of emotions, challenges, disappointments, and triumphs.
Approaches to learning:  Learn to respect other’s opinions and agree to disagree.
Identify unit ATL skills: 
Cooperation, empathy, respect within interpersonal relationships.
How will we use these identified ATL skills to facilitate vertical articulation? 
TBD by AOI Leaders
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	Unit Question: How do your life experiences shape who you are and who you will become?


	FROM ASSESSMENT TO TEACHING AND learning activities through inquiry


	Assessment Reflections
· What exemplars will students see so that they understand what is required?

· What will allow students the opportunity to answer the unit question using what they have learned?

· What considerations have you given the nature of the assessment (e.g. given in class, take-home, time allowed for completion)?

·  At what level of Bloom’s Taxonomy does this task ask the student to engage? 

· Where in the assessment task(s) are students invited to achieve at all levels of the descriptors?   


	Which MYP objectives will be addressed during this unit? (from MYP subject guide)
· use language to narrate, describe, analyze, explain, argue, persuade, inform, entertain and express feelings

· express an informed personal response to literary and non-literary texts and demonstrate the ability to approach works independently

· express ideas with clarity and coherence in both oral and written communication

· structure ideas and arguments, both orally and in writing, in a sustained and logical way, and support them with relevant examples

· distinguish the main ideas in a text from the secondary ideas

· use and understand an appropriate and varied range of vocabulary and idiom

· use correct grammar with appropriate and varied sentence structure

· show awareness of the need for an effective choice of register suited to the audience in both oral and written communication.
	What MYP task will be most appropriate?

In narrative format: 

Students will respond in an extended response to the question:

How has a decision you made in your past impacted the decisions you make today and in the future? What did you learn from this event?
	What (if any) state, provincial, district, or local standards/skills are to be addressed?

2.a. Write in a variety of genres such as editorials, personal narratives, essays, stories, and letters for specific  purposes (for example, to analyze, to evaluate, to entertain, to persuade, to inform, or to explain).
2.b. Organize writing so that it has an inviting introduction, a logical progression of ideas, and a purposeful conclusion.

2.c. Use vivid and precise language appropriate to audience and purpose.
3.c. Write in complete sentences

3.d. Use conventions correctly (for example, all capitalization; apostrophes in contractions; quotation marks;  Underlining/italics; commas in a series, dates, addresses, direct address, letters; introductory words/phrases in dialogue and in complex and compound sentences).
3.e. Use conventional spelling.

3.f. Use paragraphing correctly, so that each paragraph is differentiated by indenting or blocking and includes one major, focused idea.

3.g Present written work in legible format

	
	
	Which MYP assessment criteria will be used?

Criteria A, B, C
	


	Planning Daily Lesson Activities that Incorporate the MYP:
(AOIs, LP, rigor, holistic learning, communication, internationalism, etc)

	Day 1
	Day 2
	Day 3
	Day 4
	Day 5

	Essential Targets:


	Essential Targets:
(2.a) Narrative

· Develops personal and creative narratives with standard plot line, beginning conflict, rising action, climax, conclusion

· Uses sensory details, concrete language, dialogue, voice and figurative language as narrative devices

· Uses a variety of vivid verbs and adverbs that express specific actions, movements and gestures

·  (2.c) Supports nouns with appropriate adjectives

· (3.c) Writes complete sentences varying the types: simple, compound, complex, and compound/complex and uses appropriately punctuated dependent clauses.

· (3.e) Uses resources (e.g., spell checkers, dictionaries, charts) to monitor spelling and accuracy   
	Essential Targets:
· (2.b) Interprets multiple prompts that address different types of writing 
· (2.b) Uses strategies to plan writing:

· graphic organizers

· outlines 

· (2.c) Uses lively verbs, supported with appropriate adverbs 

· (2.c) Uses figurate language and memorable phrasing

(2.a) Narrative

· Develops personal and creative narratives with standard plot line, beginning conflict, rising action, climax, conclusion

· Uses sensory details, concrete language, dialogue, voice and figurative language as narrative devices

· Uses a variety of vivid verbs and adverbs that express specific actions, movements and gestures


	Essential Targets:
 (2.a) Narrative

· Develops personal and creative narratives with standard plot line, beginning conflict, rising action, climax, conclusion

· Uses sensory details, concrete language, dialogue, voice and figurative language as narrative devices

· Uses a variety of vivid verbs and adverbs that express specific actions, movements and gestures

· (2.c) Uses lively verbs, supported with appropriate adverbs 
· (2.c) Uses figurate language and memorable phrasing


	Essential Targets:
(2.a) Narrative

· Develops personal and creative narratives with standard plot line, beginning conflict, rising action, climax, conclusion

· Uses sensory details, concrete language, dialogue, voice and figurative language as narrative devices

· Uses a variety of vivid verbs and adverbs that express specific actions, movements and gestures

· (2.b) Develops single and multi-paragraph pieces of writing from organizers to convey clear message and stay on topic

· (2.c) Develops voice appropriate for the purpose and audience

(2.c) Develops voice to personalize and enhance a piece of writing

	Lesson Activities:
Intro to writing process (Brainstorm, plan, rough draft, revise,  edit, and final draft)

Intro to peer-editing setting expectations for positive remarks and specific constructive feedback.

Read descriptive passage as a class, students draw what they visualized. 


	Lesson Activities:
Descriptive writing activity. Students are shown picture and have to describe images in paragraph form. 
Self edit focusing on showing/writing adjectives. 
	Lesson Activities:
Imagery using figurative and/or striking language activity.
Introduction to narrative story plot (rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution). Example of narrative format and students map action.
	Lesson Activities:
Active verbs activity.
Overall brainstorming of MYP assessment prompt.
	Lesson Activities:
Writing process transitioning from brainstorm to plan.
Introduction of rubric with a emphasis on voice. 

Compare reading of newspaper clip to narrative story and discuss voice. 


	Planning Daily Lesson Activities that Incorporate the MYP:

(AOIs, LP, rigor, holistic learning, communication, internationalism, etc)

	Day 6
	Day 7
	Day 8
	Day 9
	Day 10

	Essential Targets:

· (3.c) Writes complete sentences varying the types: simple, compound, complex, and compound/complex and uses appropriately punctuated dependent clauses.

· (2.b) Develops single and multi-paragraph pieces of writing from organizers to convey clear message and stay on topic


	Essential Targets:

· (3.c) Writes complete sentences varying the types: simple, compound, complex, and compound/complex and uses appropriately punctuated dependent clauses.

· (2.b) Develops single and multi-paragraph pieces of writing from organizers to convey clear message and stay on topic

· (2.b) Elaborates supporting details

· (2.b) Writes an introduction that addresses the prompts and engages the reader

(2.b) Concludes writing with a recognizable conclusion that is related to the introduction
	Essential Targets:

· (3.c) Writes complete sentences varying the types: simple, compound, complex, and compound/complex and uses appropriately punctuated dependent clauses.

(2.a) Narrative

· Uses sensory details, concrete language, dialogue, voice and figurative language as narrative devices

· Uses a variety of vivid verbs and adverbs that express specific actions, movements and gestures

· (3.c) Corrects run-ons and fragments
· Identifies and writes phrases/clauses with correct punctuation
	Essential Targets:

· (3.e) Identifies and uses conventional spelling

· (3.e) Uses resources (e.g., spell checkers, dictionaries, charts) to monitor spelling and accuracy   

· (3.e) Correctly uses commonly confused words such as homophones and homonyms


	Essential Targets:

· (3.f) Writes paragraphs correctly so each paragraph is differentiated by indenting or blocking and includes one major and focused idea

· (3.g) Writes in legible manuscript or cursive writing

(2.a) Narrative

· Develops personal and creative narratives with standard plot line, beginning conflict, rising action, climax, conclusion


	Lesson Activities:

Warm up activity for sentence structure- simple to compound.

Begin drafting.
	Lesson Activities:

Warm up activity for sentence structure- complex.

Teacher model of a quick write describing an event. Students then complete their own quick-write with an emphasis on elaborating details. Pair-share.
Continue drafting.
	Lesson Activities:

Warm up activity for sentence structure- run-ons and fragments.

Teacher conferencing/peer revision
	Lesson Activities:

Warm up- spelling, homonyms, subject/verb agreement.

Self/peer/teacher editing

Begin process of final draft
	Lesson Activities:

Warm up- samples of illegible writing and paragraphing

Review difference: simple, compound, and complex sentence structure.
Final draft due



	Planning Daily Lesson Activities that Incorporate the MYP:

(AOIs, LP, rigor, holistic learning, communication, internationalism, etc)

	Day 11
	Day 12
	Day 13
	Day 14
	Day 15

	Essential Targets:


	Essential Targets:


	Essential Targets:


	Essential Targets:


	Essential Targets:



	Lesson Activities:

 
	Lesson Activities:


	Lesson Activities:


	Lesson Activities:


	Lesson Activities:




	Learning Experiences and Teaching Strategies

· How will I incorporate international mindedness throughout the unit?

· How will students learn the knowledge and practice the skills required?

· How will we use formative assessment to give students feedback during the unit?

· What different teaching methodologies will we employ? How are we differentiating teaching and learning for all?


	

	Resources

· What resources do I need to teach this unit in terms of:

· Differentiation

· Equipment

· Materials


	


	Ongoing reflections and evaluation

	Students and Teachers

· What did we find compelling?

· What learner-initiated inquiries arose during the learning?

· From the evidence, what understandings may have been constructed?

· How did we deepen our understanding of the AoI?

· What opportunities exist for reflection – both on the unit and on our own learning?

· What, if any, extension activities arose?
	

	Collaboration

· How successful was the collaboration with other teachers within my subject group and/or from other subject groups?

· What interdisciplinary, if any, understandings were forged with other units?
	

	Assessment

· In what ways did the assessment task allow students to achieve at the highest descriptors?

· How are the skills that were taught articulating to the next level?
	

	Data collection

· What data am I collecting?

· For what purpose will the data be used?
	











Significant Concept(s)


Life is experienced through moments of emotions, challenges, disappointments, and triumphs.





Area of Interaction Focus


Homo  Faber
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