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Grade 4-10 Revised Holistic Writing Rubric for Short Const. Response (SCR = a single paragraph). Maximum Points= 48 
	Traits
	0
	Unsatisfactory
	Partially Proficient
	Proficient
	Advanced
	Score

	Ideas
	Writing is off topic or illegible
	1 No clearly defined the topic, idea, or story line, but did stay on topic

1 Ideas are fragmented  and/or unconnected with the prompt

1 Details are irrelevant or too insufficient for the reader to construct meaning

1 No supporting details


	2 Defined, but not thoroughly developed topic.

2 Minimally relates ideas to the prompt.

2 Reader has to make inferences because the details are so sketchy.

2 Supporting details are minimal or irrelevant (no distinction is made between main ideas and details).
	3 Defined and developed topic

3 Ideas are related to the purpose of the prompt but may be sketchy or overly general; Connects ideas to topic implicitly rather than explicitly.

3 Relevant details support topic but may be limited.

3 Some supporting details are relevant (but limited…or overly general) Makes general observations, does not delineate the main idea from the details.
	4 Well defined and thoroughly developed topic
4 Relevant ideas &details support and enrich the topic; Connects ideas.

4 Supporting details are relevant & provide important information about the topic.

4 Writing is balanced; the main idea stands out from the details.


	

	Organiza-tion
	Writing is off topic or illegible
	1Response is unfocused and disorganized.
1 Organized topic is not evident…may be a brief list.


	2 Response doesn’t maintain focus or organization throughout.
2 Organized topic not developed (may be a list rather than a developed paragraph).
	3 Response is clear, focused and mostly organized throughout
3 Organized topic attempted, but may falter in logic or organization.
	4 Response is clear, focused and maintains organization throughout

4 Topic is addressed in a logical, organized way.
	

	Word Choice
	Writing is off topic or illegible
	1 Word choice do not support topic and are repetitive or inaccurate.

1 Sometimes selects words that are not accurate, specific, or appropriate for the purpose of the writing.

1 Vocabulary is age-Inappropriate.
	2 Reader has to make inferences because of inaccurate or non-specific word choice.

2 Sometimes selects words that are not accurate, specific, or appropriate for the purpose of the writing.

2 Sometimes uses vocabulary that is age-inappropriate
	3 Relevant word choice support topic, but may be limited.

3 Mostly selects words that are accurate, specific and appropriate for the purpose of the writing.

3 Uses accurate age-appropriate words but may lack precision.


	4 Relevant word choice supports & enriches the paper.
4 Selects words that are accurate, specific, and appropriate for the purpose.

4 Experiments with words (figurative lang./imagery).


	

	Sentence Fluency
	Writing is off topic or illegible
	1 Choppy, repetitive sentences and fragments throughout.


	2 Choppy or repetitive simple sentences with some fragments

	3 Uses simple but accurate sentence structure

	4 Uses a variety of sentence structures

	

	Voice
	Writing is off topic or illegible
	1 Is bland and forgettable


	2 Somewhat bland occasional memorable parts


	3 Occasionally engaging, several parts are memorable


	4 Engaging and memorable  
	

	Conven-tions
	Writing is off topic or illegible
	1 Errors in language usage, spelling, or mechanics are severe.


	2 Some serious errors in language usage, spelling and mechanics.


	3 Errors in language usage, spelling, and mechanics are occasional do not impede communication.


	4 If there are any errors (in lang. Usage, spelling, or mechanics), they are limited and do not impede communication.


	

	
	TOTAL SCORE
	


















                         0-17 pts                                                       18 -30 pts                                               31-41 pts                                       	      42-48 pts
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